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IELTS SPEAKING PART 1 

TOPIC 1: NAME  

1. Who gave you your name? 

Traditionally, in Vietnam, the names of new-born children are given by one of their relatives, 

usually their grandparents. However, in my case, an acquaintance of my parents came up with 

my name, and mom and dad just instantly agreed, because neither of them had any idea what 

to name me. 

2. Does your name have any particular (or, special) meaning? 

Most Vietnamese names do, I suppose, and mine is not an exception. My name can be 

interpreted as a river in Autumn. In my country, anything related to Autumn is considered 

beautiful and calm, since this season is the most comfortable one out of the four. So, I assume 

my parents did have somewhat an expectation when they named me that. 

3. Do you like your name? 

In the past, no. I used to blame my parents for giving me such a boyish name. I even had a 

deep, warm voice, just like a mature man, which is why all of my classmates made fun of me 

back in primary and secondary school. However, as I’ve grown older, I just don’t take these 

jokes so serious anymore, so I guess it’s fair to say yes. 

4. In your country, do people feel that their names are very important? 

There’s no doubt about it. In Vietnam, names are not only a means of identification. They also 

deliver parents hopes and expectations when a new child is born. Besides, many Vietnamese 

believe that names are blessings for newborns, so most people would consider their names a 

lucky charm for them. 

5. Would you like to change your name? 

No, I wouldn’t do that, because there are tons of things I would have to do and all kinds of 

forms to fill in to get a new name. Besides, this thing makes no sense to me. Unless 

somebody’s a criminal and wants to change their whole identity, there’s no point getting a 

whole new name. 
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6. Is it easy to change your name in your country? 

I would say you can change it, but I’m not very sure if the procedures are easy because I’ve 

never known anyone who tried to do such a thing. However, I do think the paperwork 

required would be quite complicated and the whole process may cost you a lot of time. 

7. Who usually names babies in your country? 

As I’ve mentioned earlier, in most cases, grandparents would name their children’s babies. 

Sometimes, a name is also given by a person who’s done a special favor for the baby’s family, 

or a close relative. 

8. Do you have any special traditions about naming children? 

Well, I can’t come up with anything, honestly. Maybe there were some in my grandparents’ 

generation, but we millennials don’t seem to acknowledge any of these traditions.  

9. What names are the most common in your hometown? 

I’m definitely not an anthropologist, so I have no statistics on names. But I would say names 

that start with an M are, for sure, very popular. It’s easy to explain. The first word a baby can 

make is, in most cases, ‘momma’, so I bet the M sound is very easy to pronounce. That’s why 

people tend to unintentionally name their babies like that. 

10. Is your name common or unusual in your country? 

If someone shouts my name on any crowded streets at any time of the day, I’m sure more 

than 5 people will turn their heads back to find out who’s calling them. So, basically, my name 

is very popular in Vietnam. 
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TOPIC 2: ACCOMMODATION 

1. Do you live in a house or an apartment? 

I live in a flat in a 25-storey apartment building with my family. I enjoy my life there, because 

all facilities and services are available within walking distance, which means I can easily grab 

anything I need in just a few minutes. 

2. What is your favorite room in your home? Why? 

Definitely my own bedroom. It’s the personal space where I can do whatever I want without 

getting scolded by my mom.  Besides, my bedroom is an ideal place for me to avoid noise, so 

I tend to lock myself up in my bedroom whenever I need to concentrate on my study. 

3. Would you change anything about your home? Why / why not? 

Well, perhaps I would expand the dining area. It is the common space for family members to 

gather, so I think it would be nice if my house’s dining room could be a little more spacious. 

4. Would you like to move to a different home in the future? 

Although my current accommodation is perfectly fine, I would love to experience living in a 

villa once. Since it was my childhood dream to have a swimming pool and a garden of my own, 

a villa seems like an ideal house for me. 

5. How is your apartment decorated? 

My home is styled in a minimal way. Almost everything is painted in plain white, and a few 

landscape paintings act as a delicate touch. The interior design is simple, but very pleasant to 

look at.  

6. Do you plan to live there for a long time? 

My answer would be yes. I have nothing to complain about with my current accommodation. 

Everything is up to par, from the neighbours to the vicinity to amenities. That’s why my family 

has no intention of leaving this wonderful neighbourhood.  

7. Do you have a garden? 

Unfortunately, no. There is not enough space for a garden in our flat, but I would love to have 

one in the future. I think every household needs a green space, not only because it is 

aesthetically pleasing, but also because it is a good way to get in touch with the natural world. 

www.ztcprep.com

https://www.readingielts.com/single-post/Living-place-or-Accommodation
https://www.readingielts.com/single-post/Living-place-or-Accommodation
https://www.readingielts.com/single-post/Living-place-or-Accommodation
https://www.readingielts.com/single-post/Living-place-or-Accommodation
https://ieltsmatters.com/


 

 

4 Tủ sách Band 8 tại Anh ngữ ZIM | https://zim.vn/tu-sach-ielts-band-8/ 

8. Are there many amenities near your home? 

My house is located in a residential complex, so everything is within reach. There is a gym, a 

park, as well as a wide variety of shops, which are more than enough to cater for all residents 

in my area.  
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TOPIC 3: WORK/STUDY  

1. Do you work or study? 

Well, I’m working as a teacher at an English centre which specializes in teaching IELTS, mostly 

for teenagers and adults. Honestly speaking, it’s a demanding and challenging job.  

2. Why did you choose that job? 

Frankly speaking, my major at university had nothing to do with what I’m doing at the 

moment. I selected this job mainly because it suits my personality as a sociable and friendly 

person. Besides, my boss offered me a high salary. 

3. Are there lots of English teachers in Ho Chi Minh City? 

Well, recently, working as an English teacher has gained popularity among youngsters in 

Vietnam in general and in HCM city in particular. So yeah, I guess I could say they are here, 

there and everywhere. 

4. Do you enjoy your job? 

Despite its heavy workload and strict requirements, I still find it satisfying since it facilitates 

me in the process of my self-development. I have experienced a great transformation in 

myself ever since I got this job. 

5. Do you get on well with your co-workers? 

Well, I guess the answer is yes. This is because we have a lot of things in common. You know, 

we are nearly the same age as each other and are all crazy about board games and travelling. 

6. What was your first day at work like? 

Well, I have been working there for more than 2 years, so it’s quite difficult for me to 

remember clearly my first day at work, but from my vague memory, it was fantastic since my 

colleagues were really nice to get along with and the students were pretty bright.  

7. What responsibilities do you have at work? 

As a teacher, I’m in charge of teaching English for a group of around ten pupils and making 

sure that they reach their target band scores by the end of the course. I also work in a team 

with other co-workers to design the material for our courses.  
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8. Would you like to change your job in the future? 

As I said before, I’m very satisfied with my job, so I guess in the future I will still stick with it. 

Right now, I’m doing a master’s degree in teaching, which I think will assist my career a lot. 

So, you see, there is no reason for me to quit.  

9. What is your typical day like at work? 

Well, normally my work day won’t start until the afternoon since I often have to attend my 

own classes at university in the morning. My first class lasts for 2 hours, from 2 to 4 pm and 

then I have a two – hour break before having another class at 6:30 and finally get everything 

done at around 9 pm. To be honest, I find this schedule quite exhausting but I can still handle 

it. 

10. What would you like to change about your job? 

This job offers me everything I need, so I don’t think it requires any improvements. 
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TOPIC 4: HOMETOWN 

1. What kind of place is it? 

My hometown is Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam. As one of the main metropolises in my 

country, it is a densely populated area and faces traffic congestion all the time.  

2. What’s the most interesting part of your hometown? 

I suppose it might be the Old Quarter, the most ancient part of my city. If people, especially 

foreign tourists come here, they will have a chance to immerse themselves in a combination 

of traditional and contemporary architecture, which they can hardly find in other regions of 

Hanoi. 

3. What kind of jobs do people in your town/ village do? 

As I said before, my hometown is the capital of Vietnam, so there is a wide range of jobs for 

people, including blue-collar and white-collar jobs. 

4. Is your hometown changing? 

Yes, of course, every day. Our government invests so much in Hanoi’s economic growth. The 

public transport system is being upgraded and skyscrapers are springing up like mushrooms.  

5. Would you say it is a good place to live in? Why? 

Don’t get me wrong, but Hanoi is not a good place to settle down. To be honest, I think people 

get really sick and tired of its hustle and bustle. Living here means people have accepted to 

face health problems every day. Being stuck in traffic jams and breathing in polluted air on a 

daily basis is detrimental to their mental and physical health.  

6. What changes would you like to make to your hometown? 

If I could make a change for the better, I would adopt some solutions to control population 

growth in Hanoi, like imposing limitations on immigrants. Also, I would find more ways to 

reduce traffic jams.  

7. What are the advantages of living in your hometown? 

Let’s me see. Street food is the first thing that comes to my mind. Hanoi is famous for its 

yummy street food, so one of the benefits of living here is the chance to immerse in its special 
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cuisine. Another thing is the nightlife. People will never feel bored in Hanoi, with different 

places to chill out at night, such as bars, clubs and juke joints.  

8. What are some problems that your hometown is faced with? 

Actually there are so many. But the most pressing issue is air pollution, I suppose. You know, 

the air is severely polluted due to a massive amount of exhaust fumes released from private 

vehicles into the atmosphere every day. People living in Hanoi also suffer from unhygienic 

food, a major cause of sickness and disease. Almost everything in Hanoi is served at roadside 

stalls and most do not have clean settings. 

9. Compare your hometown with a nearby city. 

Compared to Hung Yen, a neighbouring town of Hanoi, my hometown’s economy is more 

developed. However, Hung Yen’s got fresh air and lots of natural scenery, which children in 

Hanoi rarely have a chance to enjoy 

10. What are some environmental problems in your hometown? 

One serious environmental problem we are facing is tons of non-biodegradable plastic waste. 

Even though the government has conducted several educational campaigns to raise the 

public’s awareness, the residents still use plastic products every single day and unintentionally 

destroy the environment. 
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TOPIC 5: APP 

1. What kinds of apps do you often use? 

Communication apps like Facebook, Viber and Zalo are what I cannot do without. I use them 

on an hourly basis to stay in touch with the world. To me, using these apps is no longer a 

hobby, but more like a habit now. 

2. What kinds of apps would you like to have in the future? 

I am trying to think of one, but nothing comes to mind at the moment.  Perhaps it’s because 

in this era of information, there is an app for just about anything. Even the simplest tasks like 

booking a taxi or ordering food can be facilitated by mobile applications. 

3. What's the most popular app in your country? 

Facebook is no doubt the most frequently used app in Vietnam. I would say the biggest reason 

is its user-friendly layout. Besides, Facebook has created such a solid virtual community that 

people just can’t help but use it.  

4. What was the first app you used? 

I don’t remember precisely, but one of the first apps I installed on my smart phone was Google 

maps. I relied on it a lot, and I still do now, since it helps me get around the city by showing 

the shortest route. 

5. Do old people in your country like to use apps? 

Based on my observation, I would say no. Most old people in my country are technology 

illiterate, which means they can’t even use a normal cell phone, not to mention complicated 

mobile apps. 
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TOPIC 6: SLEEP 

1. How many hours do you sleep every day? 

Well, it actually depends on my work deadlines. I never go to bed at the same time every day. 

Whenever I work to meet a deadline, I have to stay up until ungodly hours and just get 4 or 5 

hours sleep. However, at the weekend, I can let my hair down and sleep in.  

2. Is it necessary to take a nap every day? 

Yes, definitely. I think taking a nap is a way for people to recharge their battery after working 

hard in the morning. A 30-minute sleep would be enough to refresh their energy. 

3. Do old people sleep a lot? Why? 

Yes, I suppose. I mean, somehow these people enjoy sleeping, but in most cases, they have 

to. When people reach an old age, they often face loads of health problems such as heart 

disease or diabetes. Therefore, taking a deep sleep is beneficial to their health.  

4. How to have a good sleep? 

I guess people have different ways to get a sound sleep. But if you ask me, I would say that 

drinking chamomile tea before you go to bed is really effective. This type of tea will calm you 

down and let you sleep easily.  

5. Do you like to get up early in the morning? 

Actually, I’m a night owl and getting up early is like torture to me. I love sleeping in and will 

never get out of bed before 11 a.m. 

6. Can you sleep well if you are in a noisy environment? 

Definitely no. To be honest, I’m a light sleeper and noisy places will destroy my night. I may 

go through a night of broken sleep and feel exhausted the next morning.  

7. How many hours do you sleep at night? 

I wish I could spend 7 or 8 hours sleeping. But unfortunately, I have to deal with a heavy 

workload and only get about 4 hours sleep. 

8. What time do you go to bed? 
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Around 1 or 2 a.m. As I said before, I’m always up to my ears in work so I often stay up late 

to finish my tasks. 

9. Do you have a nap during the day? 

It really depends. At the weekend, when I get off work, I often take a nap for around 20 

minutes before hanging out with my besties. But during weekdays, I’m just as busy as a bee.  

10. Do you think sleep is important? 

Yes, of course. From my perspective, sleeping plays an important role in people’s physical 

health. It’s the time for our body to take a rest after a long day. A good night’s sleep also helps 

us release our emotions and forget all the bad things that happened during the day.  
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TOPIC 7: LEISURE TIME  

1. What do you do in your spare time? 

It varies, I mean, it depends on the amount of free time I have. A few weeks ago, I would 

normally immerse myself in a light novel during lunch breaks or after dinner, but these days, 

I’m just too busy with my work that the only thing I crave is some sleep, so all my spare time 

would be devoted to taking a quick nap.  

2. What do you do to relax? 

These days, I’ve been suffering from severe stress and depression due to the excessive 

amount of workload I have, and the only time I can relax is during my 4 – 5 hours of sleep 

every night. So, it may sound a little bit weird, but the only thing I can do to relax is, sadly, 

sleep. 

3. How do you usually spend your weekends? 

I’m not a party animal, so during weekends, I always refuse all the party invitations from my 

friends. Instead, I would visit a café on my own and indulge myself with a nice cup of earl grey 

and some new book I’ve found on Amazon. That couldn’t be more perfect for a Sunday 

afternoon. 

4. What do you usually do after work or classes? 

I work evening shifts, so on a daily basis, I stop at around 9 p.m. and leave work 15 - 30 minutes 

later. At that time, most shops have already closed and there’re not many recreational 

activities left to do if you don’t want to hang around bars, so I often go straight home to take 

a hot shower and have a late dinner. Once in a while, my boyfriend would take me to the 

movies after work, but I would fall asleep half way through the film. 

5. How much time do you have each week for doing these things? 

If your asking for a specific number of hours, I guess I’d have to say just a couple of hours per 

day probably. 
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6. Why do you like doing these activities? 

I don’t. I mean… who would like to go back home right after work just to have a late, cold, and 

sometimes leftover dinner? That’s just what I have to do since I have to work until late in the 

evening. I’m not allowed to choose, that’s the problem. 

7. How did you start doing this activity at first? 

Actually, my life didn’t used to revolve around work. A few years ago I used to lead quite a 

busy social life, back in university, so it took me a whole year to get used to my current 

lifestyle. So, I think everything has just become a routine to me now. Not in a natural way, but 

it has. 

8. Is there some other hobby or sport you would like to try? Why? 

I’m crazy about music and all kinds of musical instruments. It’s such a miracle how each 

instrument makes a different sound, but when they’re performed together, they can create 

perfect combinations of melodies. Perhaps, in the near future, I would learn about the 

mechanism behind this miracle. This is also a hobby, isn’t it? 

9. How do you spend your time in the evening? 

It’s the same every day. I just keep running around in circles: going to work, coming back 

home, working at home, then going back to work the next morning. That’s why the evening 

is, somehow, just another chance for me to satisfy my workaholic self. That’s it. 

10. Do you prefer staying at home or going out during evenings? 

It’s like an everyday dilemma. My heart always insists me to go out and have some fun, but 

my mind would say no to that seemingly irrational idea. Well, my deadlines are there, my 

work isn’t finished. So, most of the time, I would reluctantly stay home. 

11. Do you do this every evening? 

I hate to admit, but yes, every evening when I have work left unfinished. Sometimes, I’ve even 

done all my make-up and already gotten dressed. However, while waiting for my boyfriend 

to pick me up, I often change my mind and go back to my work instead.  

12. What do you like to do on the weekends? 
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As I’ve mentioned earlier, I’m quite a loner and I really enjoy that part of myself. So, during 

weekends, I would usually find something to do on my own, like redecorating my room, going 

to a café all alone, or just find a quiet spot in my house to do some crosswords and quizzes. I 

just really love to enjoy time by myself. 

13. Is there any difference in your life now from when you were a child? 

This is an intriguing question, since I honestly don’t know what to tell you. But overall, my life 

has changed considerably compared to what it was throughout my childhood. Everything, 

from my feelings, my thoughts to my relationships or accommodation, is so different now 

that I nearly have no recollections about the past. 

14. Do you think modern lifestyles give people enough time for leisure? 

It’s hard to say. Nowadays, people can have access to more and more entertainment facilities, 

and these facilities can accommodate our demands for recreation at any time. That’s why it’s 

become harder to distinguish between working hours and leisure time, which means you can’t 

really tell whether the current lifestyles can give people an adequate amount of time for 

leisure. 

15. Do you think people today have more time to relax compared to the past? 

We do have more time to relax now compared with the amount we had in the past thanks to 

a great number of technological advances, which are gradually replacing people’s 

involvement in many fields. However, many people now are refusing to take a break, perhaps 

because they just don’t want to be made redundant in the modern society. 

16. What do you think is the importance of leisure time in life? 

Adequate and frequent leisure time keeps our lives balanced. What I mean is if we just stay 

focused on our work and study without proper relaxation, we would eventually find ourselves 

exhausted and may suffer from all kinds of mental conditions related to stress, like depression 

or bipolar disorder. So, I do believe that leisure time plays an integral part in people’s lives. 

17. Do you think old and young people spend their leisure time in the same way? 

Unfortunately, no. Family bonds would be strengthened significantly if this happened in real 

life. However, it’s no surprise that the youth and the elderly hardly ever share the same 

interests due to the huge generation gap, so there’s no chance they would do the same thing 
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in their spare time. You’re most likely to find youngsters on their phones, and on the other 

hand, old people would often be found doing some conventional activities for leisure like 

playing chess or knitting.  

18. Do you like to travel in holidays? 

As long as it’s a long holiday, for example, Tet, or summer holiday. I just honestly don’t want 

to go away for just 2 – 3 days because that would leave me no time to enjoy myself.  

19. If you had a child, what leisure places would you go with your child? 

Well, I know children are often crazy about amusement parks and if I had children I suppose 

they would definitely beg me to take them there. Unfortunately, I can’t stand crowded and 

noisy places, so maybe instead of that, I would take my kids to some leafy area, like a national 

park or botanic gardens, where we could discover more about nature. 
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TOPIC 8: DAILY ROUTINE  

1. What is the busiest part of the day for you? 

I am a procrastinator, so I tend to get extremely busy at night, when all my work piles up. I 

love working at those hours though, because no motivation is as good as the urge to sleep. 

2. What part of your day do you like best? 

My favourite time of the day would be 7 p.m., which is when I come back from work and 

gather around the dinner table with my family. Seeing them after a long hard-working day 

can help me feel recharged, so I look forward to this time of the day the most. 

3. Do you usually have the same routine every day? 

I used to, back when I was still a student. Now that I have started working, I don’t have a fixed 

schedule anymore. Since my working time is quite flexible, there are days I can just sleep in, 

but there are also days I have to wake up really early in the morning. 

4. What is your daily routine? 

My daily activities depend on my work schedule, so nothing is fixed. The only routine I never 

skip is writing in a diary, which gives me time to reflect on my day. 

5. Have you ever changed your routine? 

Yes, lately I am trying to change my sleeping habit. In the past, I pulled a lot of all-nighters, 

and would often doze off in class during the day. These days, I force myself to go to bed early, 

and you know what, I have never felt so refreshed in the morning! 

6. Do you think it is important to have a daily routine? 

I honestly think it is essential to have a daily routine. Human bodies have a biological clock 

that works according to routine. By sticking to that fixed schedule, we can prevent our body 

from getting shock. 

7. What would you like to change in your daily routine? 

If time permits, I would love to make exercise a part of my daily routine. It’s not like I am not 

aware of the wonders exercise can do to my health, I just can’t seem to fit a workout into my 

tight schedule. 
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TOPIC 9: COLOR 

1. What’s your favourite colour? 

My preference varies for different purposes. For example, when choosing clothes, I tend to 

go for blue, since blue goes well with my skin tone. For house decorations, I would prefer 

white as it creates a peaceful vibe for the room.  

2. Are there any colours you dislike (Why?) 

I am not a fan of brown. All shades of brown look sort of dull to me. In terms of fashion, it is 

really hard to put on a brown item, unless you are extremely gorgeous.  

3. Are colours important to you? 

To me personally, colours are indeed important. Not only can colours make our life more 

vivid, they can also indicate feelings. For instance, I often wear yellow clothing when my 

mood is up, but go for black if I am feeling down.  

4. Were colours important to you when you were a child? 

They were definitely more important to me than they are now. When I was small, I used to 

judge objects by their colour, like pink stuff was for girls, while blue things were for boys. As 

I grew up, I realized that things are a lot more complicated, and that colours don’t matter 

that much.  

5. Are there any colours that have a special meaning in your country? 

In my country, almost all colours are associated with something. Take red as an example, 

red symbolizes happy events, like victories or weddings. In contrast, black is seen as the 

colour of death, which explains why Vietnamese people often wear black clothes to 

funerals. 

6. What colour would you choose to paint the walls of your room? 

I am a big fan of simplicity, so white is my go-to colour when it comes to choosing wall paint. 

Scientists have proved that white can make a room seem more spacious. Plus, looking at this 

colour will help us to ease our mind.  

7. Do you think different types of people like different colours? 
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In my view, a person’s favourite colour does not necessarily reflect his or her personality. In 

fact, it really is up to one’s own preference, so we should not make any assumptions just 

through people’s choice of colour. 
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TOPIC 10: DICTIONARY  

1. How often do you use your dictionary? 

Countless times a day, and seven days a week, I have to say. I work as an English teacher, and 

in my working environment, I encounter new or strange word combinations all the time, so 

that’s why I always need a dictionary by my side. 

2. Do you like paper dictionary or electronic dictionary? 

Either of them sound fine to me. The paper version is quite original, but I’m not very keen on 

the idea of carrying a heavy, thick book here and there just to look up some words 

occasionally. I’d much rather use the built-in dictionary in my kindle e-book reader, so that I 

wouldn’t have to bring too many things with me. 

3. What kinds of dictionaries have you used before? 

There are several types of dictionaries: paperback, electronic, built-in, online, monolingual, 

bilingual, or even multi-lingual, and perhaps I’ve tried every single one of them. Each version 

has its own special features, but technically, they all serve the same purpose. 

4. How will dictionaries change in the future? 

Actually, many different prospects have come to mind, but I believe the most possible one is 

what I would call ‘dictionary implantation’. It’s indeed a little bit scary, but just think about it: 

you can instantly learn a new language just by having a minor operation. How cool is that? 
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TOPIC 11: SEASON  

1. What’s your favourite season? 

That’s summer. I am really into sunbathing at the beach and eating ice. These activities make 

me feel more alive after shivering with cold for so long during the winter.  

2. What do people in your country like to do in different seasons? 

Well, in summer, Vietnamese people tend to take part in water sports, which helps them to 

cool down. In contrast, they often stay indoors and drink hot chocolate to keep themselves 

warm through winter.  

3. What’s the least favourite season in your country? 

I guess it is summer even though it is my favourite season. Most people don’t like soaking 

with sweat. Besides, Vietnamese women are obsessed with pale complexion, so they always 

worry about being tanned in summer.  

4. What are the differences between different seasons? 

I think the biggest difference is the temperature. While summer has a higher temperature, 

around 35 degrees, winter is colder with temperatures between 5 – 15 degrees.  In different 

seasons, people also pick different types of clothes. They love wearing light clothes during 

summer, while in winter,  the use of woollen clothes increases.  

5. What season is good for travelling in your hometown? 

It is definitely summer. This is when children get off school and families can spend time 

together. Besides, it is also suitable for most types of activities, from energetic activities to 

relaxing ones. That’s why summer is the best choice for travelling.  
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TOPIC 12: VOLUNTEER  

1. Why do you think people volunteer? 

I believe each person has his or her own motives when signing up for voluntary work. Some 

want to offer their help to people that are less fortunate in life, while others just look for 

memorable experiences. Oddly enough, some individuals volunteer to earn certificates as a 

way of polishing their CVs, so they would have a better chance of being accepted when 

applying for jobs or scholarships. 

2. Would you like to work as a volunteer? 

Currently, I don’t. I’m too busy finding out a way to balance my life and my work, so if there 

is an occasion when I have time for myself, I’d rather use that time on entertainment activities 

rather than some other kind of work.  

3. Have you ever done any voluntary work? 

No, I haven’t.  As I said earlier, all those work-life things pretty much occupy my mind, so I 

have never considered volunteering as a way of spending my days in the past. 

4. Is volunteering worth the time it takes? 

I think it depends on your schedule. If you have a lot of spare time, then signing up for 

voluntary work is a good idea since you can easily broaden your social circle and have a great 

time helping out other people. On the other hand, if your work costs a lot of time and is 

causing you troubles, then you’d better focus on that aspect before thinking about 

volunteering. 

5. What could you do to help if you had no money? 

There’s plenty of things you could do. For example, donating clothing or serving free food in 

a soup kitchen are great ways to help out people in need. Or else, you can sign up for a 

volunteering program in need of manpower. 

6. What situations need voluntary workers? 

Well, in my country, when a charity organization needs manpower to distribute supplies of 

food and clothes to people in disaster areas, they would recruit volunteers. Or else, places 

like a soup kitchen where poor people come to get free food always need voluntary workers 

to keep things in order. 

7. Can you think of different types of voluntary work? 
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No, sorry. Nothing comes to mind right now. I guess that’s because I lack real-life experience 

in doing voluntary work so I don’t have an in-depth understanding about this aspect.  

8. Would you volunteer to help people outside your community? 

I think I would. Some of my friends, who do voluntary work regularly, told me that they always 

had an immense feeling of satisfaction after contributing to something that a lot of people 

can benefit from. So, if people need help, no matter where they are, I would like to lend them 

a hand. 

9. Have you read a book about voluntary work? 

No, I haven’t. In all honesty, I don’t even know that kind of book actually exists until you asked 

me. I suppose they are about fascinating experiences that the authors had when they did 

voluntary work, which sounds pretty intriguing to me. So, I think I might try check one out 

after I leave this room.  

10. What types of voluntary work would be unpleasant for you? 

I think I don’t like doing anything I have not been fully trained to do. There were a few times 

in the past when I was thrown into group activities with no preparation, and then the leaders 

didn’t show up and suddenly I was in charge, with no real training or help. Those situations 

brought me terrible feelings. 

11. What benefits other than personal satisfaction could you personally get by 

volunteering? 

First of all, volunteering can give you tons of valuable work experience and, in some cases, 

open doors for potential employment. Moreover, you will get to work with other people 

outside your usual sphere of contacts. This, in turn, allows you to expand your social circle, 

which, in my opinion, will greatly benefit your life in the future.  
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TOPIC 13: SCHOOL  

1. How old were you when you started school? 

I began my formal education at the age of six. I studied in a small local primary school and 

that was my only choice back then because that was the only school in town. To be honest, 

the authorities in my hometown didn’t care much about children’s education. 

2. How did you get to school each day? 

Well, normally, my father or mother would drive me to school. But sometimes, when they 

were occupied with their jobs, they would just ask a relative, or even an acquaintance to take 

me instead. People really trusted each other back then. 

3. Tell me something about your school. 

Well, it was located only 10 minutes away from my house, so I was never late for class. And 

because it was a school for gifted students, the competition was fierce, which, somehow, was 

a great source of motivation for me to try my best in studying.  

4. Did you enjoy it? (Why?/Why not?) 

Yes, I did. As I said earlier, my school was extremely close to my house so I wasted no energy 

on travelling. Moreover, all teachers were wonderfully supportive and always available to 

help me with my problems. 

5. What were some of the most popular activities at primary school? 

Well, at that time, mostly children played together in the playground. Besides studying in 

class, sometimes we had ceremonies to commemorate national heroes who died fighting for 

our country’s freedom. These events often included a singing contest, which I enjoyed 

tremendously.  

6. Have you ever returned to see your old school again? 

Well, in all honesty, ever since I graduated from primary school, I never had a chance to go 

back. My old school has been reconstructed, so it might be significantly different now from 

the one I knew. However, I’m planning to visit it in the near future with some old friends, and 

I bet that will be amazing. 

7. Are you still in contact with any of the friends you had in primary school? 
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Yes, but not so many. This is mainly because most of my childhood friends have left town to 

find career opportunities in other parts of the country. I rarely go back home, but when I do, 

there are still some friends from primary school that I contact and we always have wonderful 

time together. 
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TOPIC 14: SWIMMING  

1. Do you like swimming? 

Yes, especially in summer. I love immersing myself in cold water to get me in good shape. 

Somehow, I also have a feeling that swimming gives me a chance to escape from the hustle 

and bustle of the city.  

2. Where do (or can) people go swimming in your hometown (or, near your home)? 

It may sound strange, but people in my hometown often swim in the Red River, which makes 

them feel close to nature. It is a popular outdoor activity and people do this on a daily basis, 

even though they may possibly drown.  

3. Is swimming very popular in your country? 

Yes. You know, Vietnam has a very long coastline, so Vietnamese people often learn how to 

swim when they are small. However, they are not trained professionally at school, they just 

learn from mimicking their father or siblings. This leads to the tragic fact that thousands of 

children drown each year. 

4. Why do many people like swimming? 

I’m not sure but most people around me enjoy swimming because it helps them keep fit and 

cool down on boiling hot days. 

5. What do you think are the benefits of swimming (or, the benefits of knowing how to 

swim)? 

First, knowing how to swim definitely helps me to protect myself, especially when I’m near 

the beach, and maybe even save someone else’s life. 
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TOPIC 15: MEAL/EAT OUT 

1. What kinds of meals do you like? 

I love brunch. It’s definitely unhealthy, I know, but this kind of meal saves me quite a lot of 

time for a longer sleep in the morning, which I really desire. 

2. Do you often have dinner with your family or friends? 

Well, I live far away from home, so I don’t usually have a meal with my family. Instead, I always 

dine out with some of my close friends. Honestly, one can hardly ever see me eating alone.  

3. When do you usually have dinner? 

I usually have my work finished at around 9 p.m., so it’s likely that my dinner will start at about 

9:30. It’s quite late, I know, and I’m attempting to rearrange my schedule to make it easier to 

have an earlier dinner. 

4. Are there any fruits or vegetables you don’t like? Why? 

Well, I’m a hearty eater, so basically, I can eat nearly all kinds of food. However, there is a sort 

of fruit that I really detest. It is durian and the reason is pretty simple – I can’t bear its terrible 

taste and smell.   

5. And what is your favourite cuisine? 

It’s kind of weird but I’m a die-hard fan of Vietnamese cuisine. It seems like I will never get 

tired of eating dishes like Pho or spring rolls. The taste, smell and texture of all the ingredients 

in these dishes are perfect to my taste buds. 
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TOPIC 16: BOAT  

1. Have you ever travelled by boat? 

Yes, I’ve been on a boat so many times. If my memory serves me well, the first time I ever set 

foot on a boat was in my first year of high school when my family went on a cruise in Ha Long 

Bay. It was a truly amazing experience for me.  

2. Do you often travel by boat? 

Well, not really often, maybe once or twice a year. I live in a mountainous area, so I only got 

on boats and yachts in my summer vacation when I go to the beach. 

3. Are boat trips popular in your country? 

Yes, they are. My country has an extremely long coastline, so journeys at sea are really 

common. Tourists to any beach always have plenty of options of boats to get on, they are all 

affordable and offer wonderful sightseeing experiences.  

4. Would you like to have your own boat? 

I’d love to. I have been dreaming of owning a yacht ever since my first trip on water. It doesn’t 

have to be a huge boat, but it must be tough enough to withstand the most hazardous 

weather so that I don’t have to worry about storms when enjoying my journey.  

5. If you had your own boat, what would you do with it? 

I would go on a cruise whenever I had time. I often picture myself standing behind the wheel 

of my own boat, discovering the vast ocean and enjoying scenery that could take my breath 

away.  

6. Where in your country do people most often use/travel by boats? 

Well, I suppose it is the central part of the country since this region is famous for the long 

coastlines, which are really convenient for water travel and fishing on boats as well.  

7. Do many people in your country own their own boats? 

I don’t think so. Boats are often used commercially so most boat owners are fishermen and 

people who use them for rent. Other than that, I don’t think there are many individuals in my 

country that are wealthy enough to afford to own a boat themselves.  
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TOPIC 17: ANIMALS 

1. Do you like animals? 

To be honest, I only like friendly animals such as dogs, cats and birds. I consider them human’s 

friends and keeping them as pets will help me release my negative emotions. 

2. What’s your favourite animal? Why? 

Dogs, definitely. I am actually raising two dogs at present. Whenever I head back home from 

work, they are waiting to welcome me at the door. Also, they make me feel better when I’m 

down in the dumps. That’s why I love dogs. 

3. Are people in your country fond of animals? 

Actually no. It’s sad to admit but this is the truth. Instead of loving animals, most Vietnamese 

people enjoy torturing them and taking photos to show other people or put on Facebook to 

get satisfaction.  

4. What kinds of animals as a pet do the people have in your country? 

Just like other countries in the world, we tend to keep dogs and cats as companions. This is 

because these animals are tame and easy to live with humans. 

5. Do you think cities are suitable places for keeping a pet? 

I don’t think so. This is because cities are areas of bumper to bumper traffic and heaps of 

construction, causing harm to pets’ health, and they are likely to face road accidents or a lack 

of playing space. 

6. Do children in your country like animals? 

Yes. Vietnamese children are keen on playing with animals, especially dogs and cats, which 

are so friendly and have soft fur. They can hug and stroke these pets.  

7. What kind of animals do you think children like? 

I think it really depends on their personality. I can’t say for sure. For the most part, children 

love dogs and cats since they can play and roam about with them. Some children, however, 

adore birds because of their beautiful voice. Also, there are some who always enjoy teasing 

or hurting animals. 

8. What was your favourite animal when you were a child? 
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I was a big fan of dogs. If my memories serve me right, I used to play with a neighbour’s dog 

called Kiki whenever my parents got into an argument. That was a way I chose to escape from 

the uncomfortable situation. For this reason, I love dogs so much and now I own a dog with 

the same name.  

9. Did you have any pets when you were a child? 

Unfortunately, no. My parents didn’t allow me to keep a pet as they were worried that I could 

be bitten by them.  

10. What do you think are the benefits of a child having a pet? 

Well, there is a wide range of benefits for children if they have a pet. The most obvious 

advantage is that they can learn how to show love to other animals by hugging or stroking 

them. In addition, they could probably take responsibility for some household chores by 

feeding their pet or taking it for a walk.  

11. If you have children in the future, will you allow them to keep a pet? 

Yes, of course. I suppose keeping a pet is beneficial to a child’s development. By living side by 

side with them, pets can become their friend and give them emotional support.  
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TOPIC 18: GETTING BORED 

1. Do you often get bored?  

Unfortunately, I do. And I feel extremely terrible whenever boredom comes and occupies my 

mind. That’s why I always try to make things a little bit more interesting, like creating some 

challenges or games in tasks that I have to complete.  

2. Do you think you get bored more often now than you did when you were a child? 

That’s exactly what I feel. I think it’s partly because my childhood was full of joy and 

excitement since I still lived with my family and had tons of friends to keep me laughing all 

day long. Now, even though I’ve been far from home for a long time, I still miss those days 

and the nostalgic feelings seems to exaggerate my boredom. You know, all the work-money 

things are not very amusing. 

3. What things do you find boring?  

Most activities that cost a lot of time seem pretty boring to me because I’m not that kind of 

person who can sit still and work for 10 hours straight. Also, I am easily bored by the same 

routine every day, so I change my schedule regularly to keep myself energized and 

enthusiastic. 
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TOPIC 19: MUSEUMS 

1. Are there many museums in your hometown? 

Honestly, I have no clue. Museums and historical sites are places that I couldn’t care less 

about, so I don’t really notice if there are any in Hanoi. Maybe there’re a couple of museums 

somewhere, I think.  

2. Do you think museums are useful for visitors to your hometown? 

If they want to know more about our traditional activities and culture, sadly, no. If they find 

our history and the colonial wars that took place in Vietnam interesting, then yes. I think 

whether a place is considered ‘useful’ or ‘suitable’ for tourists depends on what they want to 

achieve from their visit. 

3. Do you often visit a museum? 

It’s like… never. For me, one should not ever go to a museum unless they are already bored 

to tears. Maybe I’m a little bit biased against all kinds of museums in Vietnam ever since I last 

visited one. I guess it’s just very boring having to walk all the way through a building just to 

see some pictures and odd-looking things I’m not allowed to touch. 

4. Did you go to any museums when you were a child? 

It was hard not to. I mean, it’s one of the ‘compulsory’ extra-curricular activities that we had 

back in primary school. We went to a different museum each year with the whole school, and 

nobody was allowed to be absent from this annual activity, even if you were sick that day.  

5. Do you think museums are important? 

Though I’m not really a fan of museums, it’s quite impossible to deny the importance of these 

places. They hold all forms of evidence of a country’s historical development, such as artefacts 

or documents… you name it. Besides, what makes museums very special to our society, in my 

opinion, is the way they teach us to have gratitude and appreciation for things that happened 

in our country in the past. 

6. Do you think it’s suitable for museums to sell things to visitors? 

Yea, why not? In fact, most museums are free of charge, so apart from the often inadequate 

government funding, these museums virtually have no other source of budget to cover 
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operating and management expenses. So, revenue from selling souvenirs can act as additional 

income to help maintain them. 

7. When was the last time you visited a museum? 

I can’t really think of the answer for this question off the top of my head, perhaps because it’s 

been such a long time since the last time I went to a museum. But I don’t think I’ve ever paid 

a visit to any place of such a kind after primary school.  
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TOPIC 20: COOKING 

1. What are some of the things that you can cook? 

I am not a skilled cook, I only know the basics, like fried egg and boiled veggies. The sad thing 

is, I can’t even make these dishes very well. Most of the time, they would be either 

undercooked or burnt. 

2. Do you like cooking? 

I am not interested in cooking, nor do I have a gift for it. However, I do enjoy watching cooking 

shows on TV, Master Chef for example, since I love seeing footage of food being prepared.  

3. How often do you cook? 

I don’t cook on a daily basis; just when my mom, who is in charge of cooking, is on a business 

trip. To me, cooking is not a pleasure, but rather a chore, so I don’t do it very often. 

4. What dishes are you best at cooking? 

I can proudly say that instant noodles is my signature dish. I have cooked it so many times 

that I know all the necessary techniques to make a restaurant-quality bowl of noodles.  

5. Does anyone in your family like to cook? 

My mom is very keen on cooking. She loves experimenting with new ingredients and 

collecting recipes on the internet. Her home-cooked meals are not only full of nutrition, but 

also appetizing. My brother and I like her cooking so much that we rarely eat out. 

6. Do your parents know how to cook? 

My mother has a knack for cooking. She always does a good job at seasoning, and her knife-

work is no joke. My dad, on the other hand, knows nothing about cooking except for frying 

eggs.  

7. Do you think that it’s important to know how to cook well? 

As much as I hate to cook, I must admit that people who can cook well, especially girls, are 

very charming. It often means that they can take good care of themselves and those around 

them. 

8. Who is the best cook you know? 
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I don’t know much about the culinary world, so I can’t name any famous chef. To me, the best 

cook is no one other than my mom. She knows the recipes for almost all dishes like the back 

of her hand, and her food is always so tasty. 

9. What cooking experience have you had? 

Like I mentioned before, I don’t cook very often. The only memorable cooking experience I 

had was when my mom sent me to a short cookery course. I got a minor burn right on the 

first day, so my mom pulled me out immediately.  

10. Who taught you to cook? 

My grandmother was my cooking teacher, as I spent most of my childhood in her kitchen. She 

was skilled at making the dishes not only taste good but also look good. For example, she 

taught me the art of vegetable carving and table setting, which I still remember clearly.  

11. When you were a child, did you ever help your parents to prepare a meal? 

Yes, I did, but rather than cooking, I helped my parents with simple chores, like washing the 

vegetables and setting the table. I enjoyed such times, since it was a great bonding 

opportunity for my family.  
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TOPIC 21: FORESTS 

1. Do you like trees? 

I’m quite a nature enthusiast, so yes, I do love trees. Of course I acknowledge their beauty 

and importance in our lives, but that’s not all. I believe that there’s a close connection 

between human beings and trees, and I think people have a genuine affection toward all kinds 

of plants. 

2. Are there any important trees in your country? 

The bamboo tree is widely considered the Vietnamese national tree. It is, in fact, a kind of 

tree which is very strong and straight from its root to the top. Many believe that this particular 

tree symbolizes our country and its people, especially during our great wars.  

3. Is there a forest near your hometown? 

Hanoi lies in the centre of a plain, so there are no forests to be found near the city. In Vietnam, 

if you want to go into the woods, you’ll have to travel all the way to mountainous areas, or at 

least to plateaus like those in Lam Vien or Moc Chau. 

4. Would you like to live in a place that has a lot of trees? 

Only in the summer, I have to say. Although trees mean the world to me, I still feel the chill 

whenever I walk across a leafy area during winter. I just don’t have great physical endurance 

when the weather is extreme. 

5. Where can one find trees (or forests) in your country? 

You can easily find all sorts of trees or even evergreens everywhere in Vietnam. They’re 

planted alongside a lot of streets, in parks and zoos, and around most building complexes. 

However, it’s a bit harder if you need to find forests, since these areas are often far away from 

metropolises and also often more difficult to reach due to the underdeveloped transport 

facilities nearby. 

6. Do you think places with trees attract more visitors than places with few trees? 

Without question. As I’ve already mentioned, people tend to be attracted to nature as a 

whole, and particularly, trees. Since trees provide oxygen, they are a kind of fresh-air-

generator, so I think that people feel more refreshed when they are around them. This partly 
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explains the attraction I think, you see, we don’t just go to all the attractions just to stare at 

trees, but we are indeed attracted to leafy areas for our comfort. 

7. Did you ever climb a tree when you were a child? 

Sadly, even ‘till now, I still can’t manage to climb a tree. This has been the most challenging 

task for me ever since I was a 5-year-old. Actually, I really envy those who can reach the top 

of a tree and look down from the top. I did try to climb a tree once, I really did, but it’s a 

shame I fell so hard on my face that now I’ve still got a scar above my mouth. 

8. Have you ever planted a tree? 

Well, I love trees, but it’s a pity I’m just not cut out to be a gardener. My gardening skills are 

so terrible that all my friends and family call me ‘the plant-killer’. I tried planting trees several 

times, but they all end up dying for some reason. 

9. Do you think people should plant more trees? 

I couldn’t agree more with that idea. We are so badly in need of trees these days, since a large 

number of plants in urban areas have been cut down to make way for the construction of new 

infrastructure. You know, fewer trees in the city means higher levels of air pollution we have 

to bear with. I’m afraid if we don’t take immediate action by planting more trees, it will soon 

be too late. 
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TOPIC 22: MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS  

1. What types of musical instruments do you like to listen to? 

I like to explore all genres of music, but currently, I am learning how to play the guitar, so 

most of the time, I like to listen to guitar songs and melodies. Besides that, I also enjoy 

listening to piano music, especially when I need to concentrate on my work. 

2. When do you like to listen to music? 

I love being immersed in pleasant, harmonious sounds. Therefore, I would turn some music 

on whenever I am alone, except for when I am sleeping of course. In a typical work day, I 

usually listen to music in the morning, right after I wake up, so that I can boost my energy and 

prepare myself for the day. 

3. Did you learn to play a musical instrument when you were a child? 

No, I didn’t. The town where I was born was extremely poor, and people back then were too 

busy trying to just get by. They, including me, literally worked all day long, leaving no time for 

entertainment or self-improvement activities. That’s why as a kid, I was not given the chance 

to even touch an instrument, much less learning to play it. 

4. Do you think all children should learn to play a musical instrument? 

Yes, of course. I strongly believe that when a kid learns how to play an instrument, he or she 

will be able to develop positive traits like patience, discipline, and commitment. I am learning 

one myself and I’ve seen huge benefits from it. The only thing I regret is that no one 

encouraged me to do so throughout my childhood.  
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TOPIC 23: HOLIDAYS 

1. Do you like travelling? 

Honestly speaking, I’m not really into travelling. In fact, I rarely leave town unless there is a 

family vacation or a company trip. I guess the main reason I dislike travelling is the burden of 

booking tickets and finding accommodation. I’d rather stay home than go through all of that. 

2. What is your favourite holiday? 

Of all public holidays, I like Independence Day the most. Vietnam’s Independence Day is 

celebrated on September 2nd, which is right before the beginning of the school year. Around 

this time of the year, the atmosphere on the streets is always super vibrant and lively. 

3. Are there many tourists visiting your country during that holiday? 

As far as I know, there are tourists visiting during Independence Day, but rather than because 

of the holiday, it is mainly due to the lovely autumn weather in September. It’s the perfect 

time to stroll around the city while taking photos of the autumn leaves.  

4. What do you often do on holidays? 

I don’t do much during holidays. Since I’m a family-oriented person, I tend to stay home on 

these days and spend some quality time with my family. We love hosting big parties and 

inviting relatives over. 
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TOPIC 24: GIFTS 

1. Do you like to receive gifts? (Why? / Why not?) 

Yes, especially on special occasions like my birthday. I think it’s a way for other people to show 

their love and respect towards me.  

2. What kind of gifts do you like to receive? (Why?) 

I don’t have a particular gift that I’m fond of. I love getting surprises from other people’s gifts.  

3. What gifts did you receive in your childhood? 

The gift I remember the most is a big doll. I still remember vividly my dad gave me that doll 

on my 8th birthday party. At that time, the doll meant the world to me because it represented 

my dad’s love for me.  

4. Do you like giving gifts to people? (Why? / Why not?) 

I only love giving gifts to my relatives or close friends. I consider gifts as a symbol of love, so I 

only give my love to my loved ones.  

5. What gifts did you give to others in your childhood? 

Just some non–material gifts because at that time, I only received a little pocket money from 

my parents. I just could afford some small gifts like pencils, notebooks and things like that.  
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TOPIC 25: SECONDARY SCHOOL 

1. What was your favorite subject in secondary school? 

That was literature. I’m a bookworm, so literature was a way for me to immerse myself in 

books.  

2. And which subject did you like the least? (Why?) 

That’s definitely physical education. Not because of the subject itself, but it was my teacher 

who made me disinterested in it. He was so irresponsible, and he often got drunk before 

teaching us. I had no idea why the principal put up with him for so long.  

3. Which secondary school subject do you think is most useful for people in adult life? 

I’d go for English. This is because it is the key skill we need in this globalized world. For 

example, there are tons of international companies located in Vietnam. This leads to an 

increase in job opportunities, but Vietnamese people must be fluent in particular languages, 

like English, to stand a chance at gaining one of these jobs.   

4. What part of your secondary school education did you enjoy the most? 

Actually I have some bitter memories from my time in secondary school. I used to suffer from 

bullying so those years were like a dark chapter of my life. I wish I had a delete button to erase 

them from my head.  

5. How do you feel about your secondary school? 

As I said before, my time in secondary schools wasn’t peaceful. So, in other words, I still hold 

a grudge against that school.  

6. Why did you choose to attend that particular school? 

Actually it wasn’t my choice, that was my parents’ choice. At that time, I was too young to 

make any decisions about my education. 
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TOPIC 26: PETS 

1. Do you have any pets? 

Yes. I’m raising two dogs at the moment. They are my best buddies and always guard my 

house for me. 

2. Do you like animals? 

To be honest, I only like friendly animals such as dogs, cats and birds. I consider them human’s 

friends and keeping them as pets helps me to release any negative emotions I’m feeling. 

3. What pet would you want to keep if you could choose one? 

I would go for a dog. They are so friendly and can possibly help me to stay away from thinking 

negatively. Walking a dog is the best remedy for me to release stress after a long day.  

4. How do the rest of your family feel about pets? 

They are fond of pets, too. My parents would love to have a spacious yard to raise 10 dogs. 

That’s the reason why we have just moved to the outskirts of Hanoi to make that dream come 

true.  

5. Have you ever had a bad experience with an animal? 

No, I haven’t. My childhood was full of blissful memories of animals. I once lived with my 

grandmother on her farm, which was home to a lot of animals. That time played an important 

role in my emotional development. Thanks to those experiences, I am now an animal lover 

and working part time in an animal rescue organisation in Vietnam.  
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IELTS SPEAKING PART 2 

1. Describe a time when you had a problem with a piece of equipment 

You should say: 

• What equipment it was 

• What problem you had 

• When you had this problem 

And explain what you did about this problem. 

Band 8 Sample 

I am actually very quick when it comes to technology and devices, but I am going to tell you one 

time when I really couldn’t deal with a technical problem on my phone. 

This story dates back to when I got my very first smartphone. You know, at that time, about 7 – 8 

years ago, most students only had a basic phone, or, a dumbphone, which could only serve 2 or 

3 functions. Having a brand new, updated iPhone seemed to be such a big deal, and I immediately 

became the target of jealousy when I brought my phone to school. 

At first, it was really great to be the centre of attention, but after a while, I realised that my friends 

tried to download a ton of applications to my device. When I got my phone back, one of them 

secretly told me that a boy had installed a harmful app which would cause serious battery drain, 

and right after that, the phone shut down. It came as a real shock to me as that was just the first 

day I had that phone. I was speechless for hours, paralysed with fright. I didn’t know how to tell 

mom and dad about the incident, because I was very sure they would kill me the second they 

found out about it. Also, I couldn’t get my phone fixed at the store because I was flat broke then. 

In that moment, I really thought that my life was over. 

My desk mate noticed my silence and turned to see my eyes full of tears. I thought she was going 

to say something to cheer me up, but no, she just laughed so hard at me until my whole face 

turned red. I stopped crying and looked at her with curiosity, and she told me to turn my phone 

on. It worked. It turned out that I was actually fooled by my classmates. 
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That’s how I fixed the problem with my phone, in such a surprisingly easy way. Thank you for 

listening. 

 

Vocabulary highlights 

• technical problem: a problem involving the way a machine or system works 

• be a big deal: to be a thing considered important. 

• jealousy: the state or feeling of being jealous. 

• centre of attention: a person or thing that excites everyone's interest or concern 

• flat broke: be completely out of money 
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2. Describe an outdoor meal or picnic that you had 

You should say: 

• Where it took place 

• What was the occasion 

• What you ate and drank there 

And explain whether you enjoyed it or not 

Band 8 Sample 

I’m going to talk about my 18th birthday party, which is one of the most memorable events in 

my life.  

At that time, one of my friends had decided to study abroad, and therefore, I wanted to throw 

a party to celebrate my birthday and give her a farewell party as well, so I came up with the 

idea to have a barbecue party in my backyard. After about 2 hours of preparing all the 

ingredients, the meal was finally ready, and we all wolfed the food down quickly because we 

were so starving and because it was so scrumptious!  

After that, we enjoyed some cupcakes for dessert and talked. I was really impressed by the 

idea of one of my besties, who said that she really had a strong passion to run a café, and we 

talked about it for 3 or 4 hours. 

If you ask me about my feelings of that day, I would say that it was such a memorable time 

and I cherish all the memories they gave me from that party. I realised that we have all come 

of age since then, and we all have our own paths to follow, so maybe we will never get another 

chance to hold a party like that again. Therefore, I have always attached a lot of importance 

to that day and consider it to be a symbol of our long lasting friendship.  
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Vocabulary highlights 

• throw a party: hold/ organise a party 

• give a farewell party: throw a party for someone who is leaving a job, city, etc 

• wolf something down: eat something very rapidly and in very large pieces 

• scrumptious: delicious 

• to come of age: to reach the age when you are legally considered to be an adult. 

• attach importance to: believe that something is important  
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3. Describe a project or a piece of work you did together with someone. 

You should say: 

• What it was 

• What you have done 

• Why you have chosen this person(s) to work with 

And explain what you did to finish the project. 

Band 8 Sample 

I’m going to tell you about a project I did with my younger sister that I have always taken pride 

in. And that’s my mother’s 50th birthday party, which took place last year.  

To be frank, I’m not usually a very good team mate, and most projects I have ever done always 

end up in disaster. That’s why I couldn’t care less when the little girl brought up the idea of 

throwing a surprise birthday party for mom. I was pretty sure I would mess everything up. 

However, my sister was so determined and she literally forced me to prepare everything with 

her. I did hesitate, of course, but on second thoughts, I was also quite curious about mom’s 

reaction the moment she would be taken by surprise.  

So I was in. At first, I planned to just buy mom a gift for fear that I might ruin everything. 

Khanh, my little sister, wasn’t very pleased with my intention to quit. And rather, she just told 

me to make mom a video full of our memories together, and I couldn’t do anything but follow 

her orders. 

Finally, mom’s birthday came. She didn’t even remember it; let alone be aware of what we 

had done, because we agreed to keep it a secret beforehand. Right at the moment she came 

home, she was really taken aback by a note telling her to come to the kitchen. All the lights 

in the house had been turned off, so she had to carefully make her way there. When she got 

there, we played the video and her favourite song. She stood still for a moment, and then 

tears of joy streamed down her face. We knew we had got her.  

After all, the plan turned out to be quite a success, and besides a sense of accomplishment, 

I also felt really thankful to see my mom so happy for the first time in a while.  

Thank you for listening.  
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Vocabulary highlights 

• take pride in: To take satisfaction in, be proud of, or highly value something one owns, 

has done, or is renowned for 

• end up: to reach a particular place or achieve a situation after other activities 

• on second thoughts: Having reconsidered or revised one's opinion of something 

• be taken by surprise: to be shocked or startled by someone or something 

• be taken aback: to be shocked or startled by someone or something 

• make one’s way to somewhere: walk or travel to somewhere 

• turn out: to happen in a particular way or to have a particular result, especially an 

unexpected one 

• a sense of accomplishment: a proud feeling of having done something difficult and 

worthwhile 

• for a while: for some time  
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4. Describe an important stage of your life 

You should say: 

• What part it is 

• Where you were then 

• What memorable things you did 

And explain why this is the most enjoyable part / stage in your life. 

Band 8 Sample 

I want to talk about the time I was preparing for the university entrance exam, which until 

now is still the most important stage of my life. It actually happened 5 years ago, but the 

feeling was so intense that everything is still fresh in my memory. 

As you know, in Vietnam, the university entrance exam has always been considered the most 

important examination in anybody’s life, and mine was no exception. In my time, all students 

were required to sit for an exam that covered the knowledge of 3 full years in high school. It 

was too much for anyone to handle; the amount of things to learn was so enormous that I 

remembered having to pull all-nighters almost every day. Of course, the competition was 

fierce, I mean you wouldn’t be admitted into the top schools unless your score were really 

high. 

Besides the stress of studying, I was also faced with the question of which major to choose. 

For many, it was an easy pick, because they understood where their strengths and interest 

lied. For me, I had no idea whatsoever what I should do in the future, so I was feeling on edge 

during the entire period before the exam.  

In hindsight, it was not an enjoyable time, but definitely a precious memory to me. It was the 

first time I was ever involved in something that had such a huge impact on my life. Through 

this, I had an opportunity to have a closer look at my career orientation as well as my ability. 

It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that I became an adult after this. That’s all I want to 

share about this topic.  
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Vocabulary highlights 

• fresh in one’s memory: remember clearly  

• pull all-nighters: to be awake all night long, especially to study or to complete 

something 

• on edge: nervous or worried 

• in hindsight: looking backward, reflecting on the past 
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5. Describe an occasion that someone or something made noise 

You should say: 

• When this happened 

• Who this person was/what this thing was 

• What kinds of noise was 

And explain what you did when you heard the noise. 

Band 8 Sample 

I’ll tell you about the time when I slapped my neighbour kid in the face. This may sound harsh 

but that’s exactly what happened, and I’m going to tell you the story from the beginning. 3 

months ago I made a major decision, which was to move out of my old room which I shared 

with my brothers to go and live alone. My goal back then was to increase my level of 

concentration to get the most out of my study because I was preparing for the IELTS test. The 

first few days were nice, I mean, the new room basically satisfied all my needs and it was a 

pretty quiet place as most of my neighbours were white-collar workers. But then, the 

nightmare presented itself.  

When summer began, my neighbour’s kid was on his school vacation and stayed at home. 

Maybe he got bored so he started singing, screaming, and crying all day long. His room was 

adjacent to mine so I heard pretty much everything. At first, the level of noise was acceptable, 

so somehow I was hoping that I could live with it. But gradually, the kid got louder and louder 

and did not care about other people in the neighbourhood. Some people complained to his 

parents about the noise and his parents did promise that it wouldn’t happen again, but then, 

when they left the kid at home to go to work, everything began again.  

I remembered that moment quite well. I was writing an IELTS essay and was facing some 

trouble generating ideas, which made me a little bit cranky and upset. So when the terrible 

noise started again, I was boiling with rage. In the heat of the moment, I stomped out of my 

room and knocked on my neighbour’s door. When that kid opened the door, I looked him 

straight in the face, and then I slapped him.  

He was surprised, of course, and scared. Helpless tears rolled slowly down his cheek. I was 

screaming at him madly. I told him to shut up and made it clear that I didn’t want to hear his 
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terrible voice ever again. Then I went back to my room to pick up my laptop and went to a 

café to continue my work. Later that night his parents and I had a meeting and we talked 

about what happened. I apologized for what I did, and they were also sorry about their kid 

and there were no hard feelings. Up until now, the kid seems to be much more cautious 

whenever he was home alone, and I have never heard him making noise again. 

 

Vocabulary highlights 

• To get the most out of something: to achieve the greatest output of work, effort, 

production, etc., out of someone or something 

• While-collar workers: people who work in offices, doing work that needs mental rather 

than physical effort 

• Adjacent to: next to or adjoining something else 

• To boil with rage: To express or feel an intensive anger  
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6. Describe something you do to keep healthy. You should say: 

You should say: 

• What the activity is 

• When you do it 

• How often you do it 

And explain why it is a good way to look after your health. 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to share with you something that I am keen on doing in my leisure time to stay 

healthy, which is jogging. 

I took up this habit about 2 years ago. At that time, I was up to my ears with study to prepare 

for my graduation examination so I was a little bit stressed out. Then I thought that I needed 

to do something energetic to release some stress, so I decided to have a crack at jogging. 

At first, doing this was quite challenging for me because I led a sedentary lifestyle. I just sat 

in front of my computer every day to complete my assignments. But after a few days of 

suffering from muscle aches, I got used to jogging and kept doing it in the evenings.  

Well, I have to say that this sport has helped me a lot in strengthening my physical health as 

well as my mental health. Thanks to jogging, I was able to lose my fat belly and get lean. Now, 

to be honest, I’m quite satisfied with my youthful appearance and trying to maintain it. Also, 

jogging allows me to unwind and enjoy fresh air, and whenever I go jogging I feel like my mind 

is being refreshed.  

In the future, I am going to keep doing this to stay healthy and maybe I will try some other 

sports too. That’s all! 

Vocabulary highlights 

• take up: start doing something 

• to be up to my ears in: extremely busy 

• have a crack at something: attempt to do something 

• sedentary lifestyle: spend a lot of time sitting down 

• get lean: have very little or no fat   
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7. Describe what you would do if you had a day off. 

You should say: 

• What would you do? 

• Who would you do it with? 

• Why would you like to do it? 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to talk about what I would do if I had a day off. Actually, I haven’t been able to 

rest properly lately, so I am desperately longing for a day off to completely recharge my 

energy. 

If I had such a day, the first thing I would do is turn off my phone, so that I was uncontactable 

and no work could bother me. I wouldn’t even bother to call my bestie, since I want to totally 

shut myself off from everything and just laze around at home. Let’s see, there are so many 

things I want to catch up on, like reading a book and my favourite TV series. I guess I would 

probably spend the morning binge-watching the latest season of Master Chef. In the 

afternoon, I would take a walk in the park nearby. To be honest, I have moved into a new 

apartment a few months ago, but have never had a chance to visit the park. That’s why I am 

thinking it would be nice to check it out when I am free. 

There is no specific reason why I want to stay home on my day off. I simply feel that I am in 

serious need of some time for myself. Too much socializing and working really tires me out, 

so I want to forget about all of that for a while. Of course, I believe this will help me regain 

my stamina and boost my productivity. That’s the end of my answer.  

Vocabulary highlights 

• Laze around: to spend a period of time being lazy 

• Catch up on: learn about something that one missed 

• Binge-watch: to watch several episodes of a television series or programme 

• Shut oneself off: isolate oneself from other people. 
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8. Talk about something that makes you excited. 

You should say: 

• What it is 

• How it is exciting 

• Why you feel excited about it 

Band 8 Sample 

To be honest, there aren’t many exciting things going on in my life at the moment, but if I 

have to talk about one, I would say the weekly coffee date with my best friend is what excites 

me the most. 

The reason why I look forward to this date so much is because my friend and I rarely have a 

chance to talk on weekdays. Back in school, the two of us were like the white on rice, I mean 

we were inseparable. I could spend days and nights gossiping with my best friend, and 

meeting each other was never a problem for us. However, since graduation, both of us are 

always buried in work, so it gets harder to stay in contact regularly. So now, weekends are 

the only time we can meet up, and the thought of it never fails to excite me.  

There are millions of things I and my bestie can do together. Most of the time, we choose a 

nice café to sit down and have a chat. on some other occasions, we go shopping, or have 

brunch in a fancy restaurant. In fact, what we do doesn’t really matter, as long as we can see 

each other. I feel relieved every time I confide in my best friend, because I know she will 

always cheer me up and give me some useful advice. All in all, this is one of the things that 

excites me the most, thank you for listening. 

Vocabulary highlights 

• like the white on rice: close as anything can be 

• inseparable: very close 

• buried in work: very busy with work 

• confide in: to tell something secret or personal to someone who you trust 
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9. Describe an experience that you had when you left home. 

You should say: 

• What is it 

• When did it happen 

And how do you feel about that experience 

Band 8 Sample 

I’m going to tell you about the time when I got lost in a forest 80 km away from my house. It 

was 1 year ago, I was on a 2-day company trip to a famous resort not so far from the centre 

of Hanoi. The first day was fun, as I had many incredible experiences with all my co-workers. 

We were eating, drinking and singing until we were too drunk to move our heads. And as 

usual, being drunk is when we do all kinds of crazy stuff. The place where we camped was 

adjacent to a huge forest. I, who was literally cross-eyed drunk, came up with a brilliant idea. 

“Let’s go discovering that forest” – I said to those people who were still able to walk. And, 

crazy as it sounds, they were all interested in what I said.  

So, around 10 of us left our camp and advanced into the forest. The night was dark, so we 

turned on the flash on our phones to see. At first, when we could still see our camping fire, 

we were excited. I, as the leader, kept walking having no idea where I was heading. At first, 

the dark forest seemed to be rather amusing. But then, after around 20 minutes of roaming, 

we found ourselves in the middle of nowhere, and even worse, none of us remembered the 

way back to our camp. As we walked a little bit further, we saw a giant Banyan tree and a 

temple right next to it. The pale red light from the temple made it look a bit creepy. Right at 

that moment, one of my colleagues told a ghost story about a temple in his hometown. The 

story was so horrifying that one of us gave out a shrill scream.  

We instantly regretted our decision, but as I said earlier none of us had any idea how to get 

back to our camp. We called some friends in the camp and asked them for help. Luckily some 

were still awake and they immediately went to those who owned the place and told them 

about our situation. Of course the locals knew where the tree was so they told us to wait. As 

scared as we were, we had to stay near the tree waiting for people to come to rescue us. After 

15 minutes, the locals came and showed us the way back to our camp. We all felt lucky and 
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we were all tired, but somehow we managed to stay awake all night long talking about the 

journey. I will never forget that day, it was a truly memorable trip. 

 

Vocabulary highlights 

• cross-eyed drunk: alcohol intoxicated. 

• to roam: to move about or travel, especially without a clear idea of what you are 

going to do 

• in the middle of nowhere: in a place that is remote and isolated 

• shrill scream: a high pitched scream that can really hurt your ears if you're too close  
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10. Describe a positive change that you made to your life. 

You should say: 

• When it happened 

• Where it happened 

• What the change was 

And explain how you have benefited from this change 

( or, explain how you feel about this change) 

Band 8 Sample 

I’d like to tell you about a life-changing decision that I’ve made lately. It was when I decided 

to change my entire career path. You know, 6 months ago I was still a real-estate agent. I’d 

been working as a salesman for around a year and a half and I was making some progress and 

seeing some positive results. But somehow, as I kept digging deep into this career, I realized 

it didn’t really suit me. I mean, when I pictured myself 5 years from then, I didn’t think I 

wanted to be a salesman anymore. That’s why I quit my job and went on to test my ability in 

an unrelated area. I wanted to be a teacher. As I was searching, I realised that a job teaching 

IELTS in Hanoi offers quite a lucrative income, so I started learning everything I could about 

IELTS.  

Of course, the journey was arduous at the beginning, I was overwhelmed with all the self-

learning materials that I found on the internet. I knew at that time that I couldn’t do it alone 

so I sought out the help of my friends. I found one who shared the same goals as me and we 

began studying together. Mainly what we did was keep each other motivated and disciplined, 

so we set out some ground rules to follow, whoever broke the rules would receive harsh 

punishment. Just like that, after 2 months, we were ready to take the test, and we took it on 

the same day. Now, we are both IETLS teachers and are enjoying our new responsibilities. Of 

course as a new teacher I have to figure out a lot of things and do a lot of research to develop 

a deep-understanding of teaching methods. But, in retrospect, I have to say that I’ve made 

the right move. The new job gives me a lot of fun and opens doors to numerous opportunities 

for self-improvement. So all in all, this a positive change in my life. 
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Vocabulary highlights 

• life-changing: having an effect that is strong enough to change someone's life 

• real-estate agent: a person who sells and rents out buildings and land for clients 

• to make progress: to move forward in one's work or activity 

• lucrative: producing a great deal of profit 

• arduous: involving or requiring strenuous effort; difficult and tiring 

• ground rule: a basic principle 

• retrospect: a survey or review of a past course of events or period of time 

• to make the right move: to have a right decision 
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11. Describe a person you know who is beautiful or handsome. 

You should say: 

• Who the person is 

• When you met the person at the first time 

• What the person’s character 

And explain how you feel about the person. 

Band 8 Sample 

I’d like to tell you about a man who used to be a role model for me when I was growing up, 

and that is my older brother. I have to say that I really looked up to him. He is 8 years older 

than me, and we took different paths. He is tall, strong, charming and extremely confident. 

His appearance and strength slightly resembles the Superman that often appeared on TV 

throughout my childhood. In school he wasn’t good in academic subjects like math or physics, 

but he was highly capable in all kinds of sport, which was completely diametrical to me. I was 

born small and weak, but fortunately I could pick up words and solve math problems a little 

bit faster than my peers. However, as you can easily guess, it was my brother that all girls in 

my school paid attention to.   

He was also a leader of his own gang. I know a gang sounds a bit naughty but they didn’t cause 

any problems to the local community or anything. Rarely did I see him walk alone, there were 

always some cool-looking dudes accompanying him, like following an alpha wolf. He often got 

involved in a fight to prove his power in school, and I never saw him lose. Of course, my father, 

who is a high school teacher, didn’t like that. He often punished my brother in the hope of 

changing his eldest son into something “better”, like me, without knowing that it was my 

brother that I admired so much. However, my brother was stubborn, so despite all my father’s 

efforts, he didn’t change a bit, at least not until he got seriously injured in a fight with 20 

gangsters. After that, he transformed into a different person. Now he has his own family, a 

wife and a son. If you look at him now, you would never guess that mature man used to do a 

bunch of crazy stuff. I still look up to him, but no longer because of all those badass things 

from the past. Now I admire his calmness and confidence when facing a difficult situation, 

and I’m happy that my brother has changed in a positive way.  
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Vocabulary highlights 

• role model: a person looked to by others as an example to be imitated 

• to look up to sb: to admire and respect someone 

• to take different paths: to make different decisions 

• to be highly capable: to perform or show potential for performing at significantly 

advanced levels when compared with others 

• to be diametrical to sb/st: to be completely different to sth/sb 
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12. Describe an old friend you enjoy talking with 

You should say: 

• Who this person is 

• How you knew him/her 

• What you usually talk about 

And explain why you want to talk to this person 

Band 8 Sample 

I’m going to tell you about Nguyen, one of my university friends. Among all of the people I’ve 

met, Nguyen is perhaps the most approachable and funny guy. Back in college, we used to 

hang out a lot until he went abroad for further education. 

Nguyen wasn’t my classmate, and we aren’t in the same clubs at university either. I just met 

him by chance when we were both candidates in a citywide singing contest in our second 

year. At that time, he was an average guy with a silly smile always on his face, but of course 

that was not what made me notice him. I actually never did, until we bumped into each other 

at school a few months later. We talked more after that and became great friends since then. 

If there is something special about Nguyen, that has to be his way of speaking. He used to 

speak in such a charming voice and include a lot of playful jokes, which always cracked me up 

even when I was in a bad mood. Also, we shared a lot in common, from our passion towards 

music and all kinds of instruments to our love interests. I was really in awe the first time I 

found out about his crush on a girl in his class, because if I were a boy, I would definitely be 

crazy about her.  

These things would be enough to explain why we can talk with each other for hours. 

Sometimes, I even spent the whole day, from 7 in the morning to 10 in the evening, to just lie 

next to him on the floor of a quiet café, and just talk. What really surprises me is that we 

didn’t start a romantic relationship as people around us expected. After all, I finally found my 

lover, and so did he. We’re still friends, great friends, but at the moment, we’ve got our own 

lives and our own relationships. However, he is still, to me, the best person I like to talk to. 

Thank you for listening.  
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Vocabulary highlights 

• approachable: easy to talk with; friendly 

• further education: formal education beyond school other than at a university or 

polytechnic 

• citywide: including or occurring in all parts of a city 

• bump into: to meet by chance 

• crack someone up: to make someone laugh 

• be in awe: fearful and respectful of someone or something 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do you think it is easy to make friends in your country? 

I believe whether it is easy or not depends on who you are: your lifestyle, personal traits, or 

even your social status and wealth. I know it’s a little bit cliché, but there’s a saying that ‘birds 

of a feather flock together’, and this somehow makes sense to me. Doesn’t matter where you 

are, you will often find it very easy to befriend people who share common characteristics with 

you. 

2. What do you think is the difference between adults and children when making 

friends? 

Well, I suppose the most significant distinction between how mature people make friends 

and how younger people do lies in the main purpose of each group when doing so. Children 

are often very instinctive when it comes to friendship. They just instantly like people who 

treat them well and they also make friends almost immediately. On the other hand, adults 

tend to choose their buddies in a different, more pragmatic manner. Normally, they would 

pick their friends based on similarities, such as interests, lifestyles and so on. 

3. How do children make friends? 

As I’ve just mentioned, children make friends in such an instinctive manner, almost like small 

animals. Little kids often follow their hearts and befriend those they feel familiar with or can 

easily get along with, or in other words, they want to make real friends who they can trust 

and who can comfort them. 
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4. What is the most important thing in friendship? 

This question seems very weird to me, because every aspect in friendship is equally important 

as this kind 0f relationship is of great importance to our lives. But if I had to choose one thing, 

then I would say it’s trust. Trust lays a firm foundation for a friendship, and it helps ensure a 

lifelong friendship. 

5. In what ways have you helped your friends or your friends helped you? 

I always try, to the best of my ability, to provide my friends with everything they need. I could 

go outside on a rainy day just to pick a friend up from a bus stop, or lend another quite a large 

amount of money even when I’m nearly broke. In exchange, it’s no exaggeration to say that 

I’ve never been disappointed about my friends’ generosity towards me. They’re the best 

friends one can ever have, I’m sure. 

6. Why do friends sometimes break up? 

I’m not sure, but maybe they just grow apart. Some people find themselves unfamiliar with 

their best friends upon maturity. Others just feel more and more awkward talking with their 

old buddies. These, I think, result from the lifestyles that some groups of friends just don’t 

share with each other anymore. You see, as we all grow up, we just don’t have the same 

interests as we did before, and that’s the same with friendships. We just don’t feel the 

affection like we used to, that’s it. 
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13. Describe a place where people go to listen to music. 

You should say: 

• What kind of music is performed there 

• What type of people go there 

• Why people go there 

• Explain your impressions of this place 

Band 8 Sample 

I am going to tell you about a famous music pub I frequently visit. It is a place named Polygon, 

which is located in a hidden corner of Cat Linh street.  

I first knew of this place through my close friend, who was a big fan of live music. Instead of 

playing just one genre, this pub offers a wide variety of styles depending on the artists they 

invite each day. The bands there mostly play western pop, but on special occasions there 

were also jazz and ballad nights.  

As far as I know, this place is a hotspot for youngsters that have a taste for band music. Some 

are here to have a drink with friends while bobbing their head to the music, some simply need 

a place to dance the night away. For me personally, I love seeing talented artists singing their 

heart out on stage. 

Regarding what impressions I have of this pub, I would describe it as a place of freedom. It is 

where strangers can easily connect with each other through music. The audience can take the 

stage if they want to, and artists can improvise a tune when someone makes a request. I 

would highly recommend this pub to anyone who is interested in band music. 

Vocabulary highlights 

• Genre: a particular style in arts 

• Hotspot: a popular and exciting place 

• Dance the night away: to spend the whole night dancing 

• Sing one’s heart out: To sing with great enthusiasm 

• Improvise a tune: to perform without preparation. 
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IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. What is the role played by music in people’s lives? 

I have heard someone saying music is an art form that enriches our life, and I cannot agree 

more. What I mean is by listening to the same song, people from all walks of life can relate to 

each other, and I think this is the magic that no language on earth can ever do.  

2. When do you listen to music? 

I do it all the time, but I especially need music when I am feeling under the weather. To me, 

it is a form of therapy that can immediately lift my mood and help me gather strength. 

3. What changes do you see in today’s music in comparison to past? 

I don’t think there are many changes. Just like fashion, music is also cyclical, which means the 

trend repeats itself after a certain period of time. For example, disco used to be the ‘in’ style 

of the 70s, and it is becoming trendy again in recent times. 
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14. Describe a shop that has opened in your hometown 

You should say: 

• What shop it is 

• What it sells (or, what you usually buy there) 

• When you first started going to this shop (or, how you came to know 

about this shop) 

And explain why you like (to go to) this shop 

Band 8 Sample 

Well, a shop that has just opened in my hometown I want to share with you is Tranquil café, 

which is one of the best book coffee shops in Hanoi. 

This cafe is decorated in an old, traditional Hanoi style with loads of bookshelves and attracts 

many foreign tourists.  

I still vividly remember the first time I went there 3 months ago, which was also the opening 

day. That was entirely coincidental. At that time, I came across an article about a new go–to 

place in Hanoi. As I was so curious about that café, I decided to visit and it caught my eye 

immediately. That space was so unique with gorgeous paintings and decoration. It really made 

me feel at home.  

As for the reasons why I am fond of this place, I have to say thats because of its warm 

ambience, which I haven’t found in other cafes yet. You know, Hanoi is a busy and noisy city 

and I am so exhausted and irritated whenever I travel on the road. Therefore, I often go there 

as a hideaway to run away from the hustle and bustle. I find it extremely soothing with a cup 

of coffee and a small book. And an interesting thing is if I go there on Saturday nights, I can 

enjoy some soft music played by their staff. I am also pleased that the waiters tend to 

remember their customers and often give me a small discount. They really know how to retain 

their customers.  

For all these reasons, I would say that I’ll still keep going back there in the long run. 
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Vocabulary highlights 

• Vividly remember: remember something accurately  

• coincidental: happening by chance, not planned  

• go – to place: the best place to come 

• caught one’s eye: attract one’s attention 

• warm ambience: warm atmosphere 

• a hideaway: a place you can go to hide or to be alone 

• run away: escape from somebody/ a place  

• the hustle and bustle: noisy activity of a lot of people in one place 

• retain their clients: keep their customers 

• in the long run: a long period in the future 
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15. Describe a movie you would like to watch again. 

You should say: 

• What it was about 

• When and where you watched it 

• Who you watched it with 

And explain why you would like to watch it again. 

Band 8 Sample 

The name of the movie I would like to check out again is Love Rosie, a romantic comedy 

starring Sam Claflin and Lily Collins. Actually, it was an adaptation of a book called Where 

Rainbows End, which was an Irish best seller back in 2004. 

I remember watching it for the first time in 2014, shortly after it hit the big screen. My movie 

buddy on that day was no other than my best friend, who was also a movie maniac like me. 

As we were going through some movie trailers on the internet, Love Rosie caught our 

attention with its stunning cinematography and catchy soundtrack. We quickly booked our 

tickets and went to the cinema hoping the movie wouldn’t disappoint us. Lucky enough, this 

movie far exceeded our expectations. The plot was about 2 childhood friends who had 

feelings for each other but kept missing the chance to confess their love. In the end, they 

found the way back to each other and got married. It was a happy ending, but there were so 

many heart-breaking scenes that I cried my eyes out in the cinema.  

About why I like it and want to re-watch it, I guess the main reason is the witty dialogue in the 

movie. The conversation between the main characters is simple, yet at the same time full of 

life lessons. I could relate to many of the words, and would love to watch it again to delve 

deeper into it. That is all I want to share about this movie, thanks for listening. 

Vocabulary highlights 

• Adaptation: the transfer of a written work to a film 

• Hit the big screen: to be shown at the cinema 

• Exceeded my expectations: to be better that expected 

• Cry one’s eyes out: cry a lot.  
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16. Describe a special cake you had 

You should say: 

• What kind of cake it is 

• When you ate the cake 

• Who you ate with 

And explain why you think the cake is special 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to talk about a special occasion when a simple cake literally changed my miserable 

life. That was the time when I had just entered high school, which was 80km away from my 

hometown so I had to rent a flat and live alone near my school. Like many others, I was 

overwhelmed by the new environment and unable to adapt quickly. As a result, I was living 

in solitude for the first few months and had no close friendship with anyone. 

But then an incident happened. I got sick, like, horribly sick. I couldn’t even walk for 50 

metres, much less go to school. During that time, I was stubborn and stupid enough to believe 

that my condition would improve simply by waiting for my body to recover itself. As I was too 

weak to attend school, I asked my teacher to give me some days off. After 3 days lying in bed, 

my condition only seemed to be worse, since most of the time I was sleeping and didn’t eat 

anything.  

But then, at around 3pm that day I received a call from one of my friends. She asked me about 

my condition and wanted to come over to check me out. When she came, I tried my best to 

walk downstairs to meet her, and I was surprised when I saw her holding a cake in her hand. 

It turned out that she knew I was in trouble so she made the cake herself and brought it to 

me in the hope of cheering me up. That simple act almost made me cry, and I ate the whole 

cake with heartfelt gratitude for my friend.  

After that day my body healed up quickly, maybe it’s because I had finally put something into 

my stomach again. And of course, we became best friends after that moment. Now, even 

though we have taken different paths, we still keep in touch with each other and regularly 

share our stories and experiences. All in all, I am deeply thankful for having such friendship 

in my life, all starting with a cake.  
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Vocabulary highlights 

• be overwhelmed by something: to get so much of something that it becomes a problem 

• to live in solitude: to live all alone 

• much less: not to mention 

• heartfelt gratitude: sincere readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness 
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17. Describe a subject you would like to study that you never had the opportunity to 

study. 

You should say: 

• What is it 

• What this subject deals with 

• What benefits you would get 

And explain why you want to study this subject. 

Band 8 Sample 

If I had a chance, I would like to study Japanese, which I always wanted to study when I was 

younger. 

Back in the day, I was crazy about manga – Japanese comic books. I could not take my eyes 

off those stories, I read them every single day. And I told myself that I would study Japanese 

in the future. Unfortunately, when I grew up, I was up to my ears in study and then working 

to make a living so I missed the chance to learn Japanese.  

Now and then I think about that childhood dream and hope that one day, I can arrange my 

work and take part in a Japanese course. Being fluent in Japanese will make my dream come 

true. I would possibly read manga in Japanese, not Vietnamese and get a chance to access 

more Japanese culture, which I’m interested in after many years reading manga.  

That’s all I want to share with you.  

 

Vocabulary highlights 

• back in the day: in the past 

• take one’s eyes off:  to cease looking at something or someone 

• now and then: sometimes 

• make my dream come true: make a wish or a dream become a reality. 
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18. Describe a situation where you have to be polite 

You should say: 

• What it is 

• What did you do to be polite 

• Why did you have to be polite 

And explain how you felt about it afterwards 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to talk about a time when I saved a bus seat for a pregnant lady.  

It was a rainy day around 3 years ago when I was still a freshman at university. On a bus trip 

from my dormitory to the city center to attend a music festival sponsored by Heneiken, I met 

a pregnant lady who got on the bus at one of the stations. At that time, the bus was already 

swarming with students, and many of them even had to stand as there were not enough seats 

for all.  In that stuffy atmosphere, the lady’s face suddenly turned pale and she had to hold 

on to the hand rail tightly. Sweat was rolling off her forehead. 

Without hesitation, I stood up and asked her to take my seat. Then I quickly opened the glass 

window, trying to release the heat from inside the bus. After taking a deep breath, the lady 

seemed to feel better and started to have conversation with me. She told me that she was on 

the way to visit her aunt who was in the hospital. She knew that the bus was full but she 

couldn’t wait for the next one in order not to be late for the visiting hours. She also thanked 

me a lot for saving her the seat. Without a place to sit on the bus, she thought she would have 

fainted because of dizziness.  

I think any person who witnessed that moment would also have the same reaction as me. For 

me, I did it simply because it was necessary, and my action just came from my instinct, without 

any hesitation. If the lady had stood for a long time, that would have affected not only her 

health but also her baby inside. Also, I always thought of my mom’s advice to pay close 

attention to things around me and provide support to people at the right time as it could be 

very meaningful. Therefore, at the end of that day, I was still thrilled because I had helped 

not only one, but two people. I mean the mom and her baby.  
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Vocabulary highlights:  

• Dormitory: a building for college students to live in   

• A music festival: a community event oriented towards live performances of singing and 

instrument playing 

• Swarming with: to be full of something  

• Stuffy atmosphere: an unpleasantly warm atmosphere without enough fresh air  

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Are Vietnamese people becoming politer? 

Back a few decades ago I would say “yes”, but now it is different. In my observations, people 

seem to only care about themselves and do not often show their politeness toward others. I 

have been very surprised, you know, to realize that men are no longer courteous enough to 

pull out a chair for a woman in a restaurant; young people queuing at the cashier desk at the 

supermarket are no longer willing to save the turn for elderly people. So, it is the bitter truth. 

2. In what ways do Vietnamese people show politeness? 

Like I mentioned, it is hard to see polite behavior in public places nowadays.  However, in 

certain environments, the politeness is well preserved. For example, in school students 

usually save the elevator for their teachers or friends who are disabled. In the hospital, visitors 

have been more aware of their noise and try to walk and talk quietly when passing through 

the area where there are patients. These are behaviors that should be encouraged. 

3. What are the uncivilized manners on public transportation? 

There are numerous of them I have to say. Some may eat and drink on the bus regardless of 

the smell that may annoy other passengers, or on the train some may talk too loudly and 

bother those who need some rest.  So, to better improve the situation, I think regulations 

should be posted on these means of public transport so that people know how to behave 

appropriately. 

4. What would you do when this happens? 

Well, it may depend on who they are. To young people or those the same age as me, a friendly 

reminder with a smile may be effective to stop their irritating behavior in peace. But for other 
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people who look rather aggressive, to be honest, being quiet and suffering can be the only 

way to prevent me from further troubles. 

5. Should people show politeness to friends? 

Why not? It is really insufficient to believe that politeness should be saved for and given to 

certain groups of people. Even to friends, politeness is welcomed as it is one of the factors 

that strengthen the friendship. Friends can then see each other as a good example and 

contribute together to the development of a civilized society.    
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19. Describe a memorable story told by someone 

You should say: 

• Who told you the story? 

• When you heard the story 

• What the story was about 

• Why you found it memorable. 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to share a funny story that I heard from Julie, a friend of mine, a long time ago. It 

was a random day that our group hung out at a coffee shop and sat at the circle table near 

the window, as we usually do. This was our favourite spot. But that day, instead of ordering a 

cappuccino as I usually do, I decided to try a completely new drink – mojito mixed with some 

fruit, though I can’t remember exactly what.  

The mojito looked good on the outside but its taste was unbearable to me. Despite my 

warning, Julie insisted on trying it. It turned out that she liked the drink very much and in that 

moment, she concluded that it tasted exactly like the toothpaste that she ate in her childhood. 

Learning of this incident, we were a bit shocked as to why she ate such a thing, so she 

continued to elaborate on her story. She recalled that she indeed thought that the taste of 

toothpaste was delicious, and even she was banned from eating it by her parents, she secretly 

saved money to buy one for herself a few years later. She added that she sneakily hid the tube 

in the room and she could finish the whole thing in one go. We were frozen and all eyes were 

on her for a few seconds. Then we all burst into laughter. I still remember laughing so hard 

that my tears ran down. 

I was indeed impressed by her story. As the matter of fact, it wasn’t the first time I had heard 

of someone enjoying eating toothpaste, but secretly saving money to do this was a surprise 

element and it was hilarious. And of course, it has become an inside joke between us since 

then.  
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• Elaborate on the story: Explain in greater detail. 

• Burst into laughter: A spontaneous and sudden fit of laughter. 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. What kind of stories do children like? 

In my opinion, I think most kids like to read picture storybooks that include vibrant, detailed 

illustrations that support the story. This is because kids of this age are becoming more aware 

of language, books that include rhythmic patterns, rhyming and repetition or predictable texts 

provide them with opportunities to memorize stories to tell to others.  

2. Do you think it's important for parents to read bedtime stories for their children? 

Yes, I think reading bedtime stories is essential for children because bedtime is the calmest 

and quietest part of the day. So, even while we can read during other parts of the day, it’s 

often difficult for the kids to pay attention and concentrate, especially if they’re hungry, or 

right after an intense play time.  

3. Do you think reading benefits us? 

Yes, I do think so. In fact, it can help broaden your knowledge because everything you read 

fills your head with new bits of information, and you never know when it might come in 

handy. The more knowledge you have, the better-equipped you are to tackle any challenge 

you’ll ever face. 

4. How do you keep your reading habits in your busy life? 

I usually read books at night after a hard-working day, especially on weekdays, because this 

is the only period of time that I have some free time for myself to read for about 30 minutes 

to 1 hour before going to sleep. However, on the weekend, since I don’t have to go to work, I 

will spend about 3 or 4 hours reading. 

5. What books would you recommend young people to read? 

If I have to choose, Harry Potter would definitely come out on top of my list, because there 

have been lots of people read it, including those who don’t really like to read, so young adults 
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will have more opportunities to talk about this series. Besides, it offers a smooth read, as the 

writing is clear and entertaining, and it won’t take them long to burn right through the whole 

series. 
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20. Describe an art and craft activity you did at school 

You should say: 

• What it was 

• What you did for this activity 

• Who you did it with 

And explain how you felt about this activity. 

Band 8 Sample 

I’d like to talk about a craft activity I did in elementary school - origami. I guess I don’t need 

to say much because origami is already so popular worldwide. It’s the art of paper folding in 

order to create a particular object or animal.  

It was all the rage in my old school because to do this, you have to be very skillful and 

patient to make a beautiful paper figure. It was like a challenge for young kids, you see. I 

was caught up in all this hype so I asked my desk mate to show me the ropes. Although he 

was a boy, he was one of the best in my class when it came to origami. Anyway, he showed 

me how to fold the easiest figure - the crane. It looked so easy when he did it. He told me to 

just follow the exact steps and I could create a paper crane. Easier said than done, though, 

because in the end my crane was misshapen beyond recognition. I didn’t know what I did 

wrong. Even when he patiently showed me one more time, the result wasn’t much better. 

He finally gave up on me and I was sorely disappointed in myself. 

In retrospect, I think I was too clumsy and careless. I rushed things because I wanted to do it 

so badly. But origami isn’t about speed, it requires patience and accuracy. That’s why I 

admire origami artists so much. Maybe in the future I might try origami again, but this time I 

will take my time and relax more. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• To be all the rage: to be very popular or fashionable.  

• To be caught up in all this hype: to be involved in a discussion on TV, radio, etc. 

(disapproving) 

• To show somebody the ropes: To show somebody how something is done.  

• Easier said than done: to be much more difficult to do than to talk about. 

• Misshapen beyond recognition: with a shape that cannot be recognized.  

• In retrospect: Thinking about a past situation  
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21. Describe a visitor in your home 

You should say: 

• Who was this visitor 

• When did he/she visit your home 

• Why did he/she come to visit 

And explain whether you like him/her or not 

Band 8 Sample 

So it was around 4 months ago since I invited one of my very close friends to come over to my 

house for dinner. It was Christmas Eve, and my friend is an expat living far away from home. 

As I didn’t want him to spend his Christmas alone, I asked him to join my family for a special 

family dinner. My friend is an American, and since he couldn’t have turkey on Thanksgiving 

that year, my mom decided to make turkey for him that night. 

One of the funny things I remember about that night was that pretty much all the cooking 

appliances in my house were electrical, even the stove and all of a sudden it was a blackout 

an hour right before dinner time so by the time my friend got to my house, none of the food 

was ready. I was a quite embarrassed, but my friend was pretty cool about it. We lit up the 

candles and my dad went out to buy some bread and ham. We were talking and eating while 

waiting for the power to turn back on. We had an absolutely amazing time talking about the 

cultural differences, how hospitable Vietnamese people are, and how the language barrier 

didn’t stop him from getting to know the locals.  

Anyway, we got to eat the turkey after a 2 hour delay. Even though my mother made it quite 

differently from the way my friend’s family did, he really enjoyed it. And I must say that my 

parents absolutely adored him after that night. Since then, he has been coming over more 

often and becoming a very close friend to our family.  
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• An expat: a person living outside their own country  

• A blackout: a period when there is no light as a result of an electrical power failure  

• The cultural differences: the differences between 2 cultures  

• The language barrier: the difficulties in communication experienced by people or 

groups speaking different languages 

• Adore: love someone very much  

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do young people like to visit their friends nowadays? 

Yeah…, I guess. But I think this question is really awkwardly phrased. Like visiting here you 

mean visit them when they’re sick, or just simply meeting up with friends? If you mean 

meeting up with friends, then yes. And I think not only the young but also the old also like to 

visit their friends as well. It’s just youngsters have more time to do it. And as they do not have 

to spare so much of their energy or time for family, or children yet, they can spend their time 

with their friends.  

2. What do Vietnamese people usually do when hanging out together? 

There’re tons of activities we often do together like going to the coffee shop, and shooting 

the breeze there. Just look at the increasing number of coffee shops and tea houses here, in 

HCMC, we can see how much Vietnamese people like to spend their time there. We also like 

to go to the movie theater, catching up with some of the latest entertainment or maybe 

simply chilling at home and listening to music.  

3. Do you think technology has brought us closer or not? 

I mean, technology is a double-edged sword. It can go both ways.  

On the one hand, things like Facebook and Instagram help us to keep in touch with our friends 

in this hectic life. We can also find people who share the same interest on these social media 

platforms. 
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On the other hand, using phones and other devices has created a self-imposed isolation. This 

is proven in the most obvious way when we go to a coffee shop and see so many groups of 

teenagers sitting together but they all have their eyes stuck to their phones instead of talking 

to each other 

4. What time do you think is suitable for visiting? 

Any time we are invited to come, obviously. But if we decide to show up to visit someone out 

of the blue then I think we shouldn’t come too early in the morning or too late at night. We 

don’t want to wake them up to open the door for us or keep them from going to bed. And 

another unsuitable time I can think of is meal times like lunch or dinner, as in our culture it’s 

quite impolite to show up at someone’s door around this time. You know, you never wanna 

interrupt people while they’re eating.  

5. How do you make new friends? 

Me, personally, I’m going with the conventional ways, making friends with my classmates or 

colleagues. I don’t like making friends through social networking websites, though I know it’s 

pretty common nowadays. I guess because I’m often paranoid about talking to strangers, and 

any of these people can turn out to be serial killers maybe. Gosh, I know I’m watching too 

many psychological movies.  
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22. Describe a historical period that you are interested in 

You should say: 

• What the historical period is 

• How you know it 

• What happened during that period 

• Why you find it interesting 

Band 8 Sample 

If I could go in a time machine, I would choose to go back to the glorious time of Hong Bang 

period in about 2000 BC, the very first days of my country.  

At that time, this place wasn’t called Vietnam, it was under the rule of Hung Kings and was 

named Van Lang instead. What I find fascinating about this era is the legends and myths 

which I learned from History and Literature class back in school. Van Lang was a small country 

yet it was frequently invaded by the mysterious people. Whenever this period of time is 

mentioned, people will immediately relate to hundreds of wars, some even last for decades. 

We, the descendants, had no idea how they could win in those wars due to the sparse 

population and simple weapons, so we made up stories and fables to honor the bravery of 

our ancestors. Some specific examples are the legend of a three-year-old boy who went to 

war to save the country, or the myth of the Magic Crossbow which could deliver thousands 

of arrows and the story of the princess innocently trusting her lover and betraying her father, 

and the list goes on.  

Although some of the stories are imaginary, it left a mark on me and nurtured my love for my 

home country since I was a little girl. Moreover, many of modern Vietnamese cultural 

practices also date back to this era, like cooking sticky rice cakes and displaying five-fruit trays 

on Tet holiday. This era can be considered as the cradle of our culture. I am always curious 

about the origin of our customs, and I believe that going back to this time could provide me 

with first-hand experience as well as a thorough understanding of my country’s tradition. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• Glorious time: A time of greatness and prosperity. 

• Legends and myths: Traditional stories, usually historical and unauthenticated (possibly 

not true). 

• Cultural practice: an action committed by people of a particular culture, tradition or 

nationality.  

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do young people like historical stories in your country? 

I am afraid not, since history is not taught very effectively here in Vietnam. Many of my friends 

aren’t keen on history, and most of them don’t even know some very common heroes in 

Vietnamese history, which is really a shame. 

2. Which historical period do you think is important in your country? 

I would say the Nguyen Dynasty, since it witnessed our country’s transition from the feudal 

age to the early modern era. The last Viet Emperor was a Nguyen, and he put an end to his 

own regime. 

3. Do you think history matters in a country’s future development? 

 Yes. We humans reflect on history to learn from our own mistakes. Understanding our 

mistakes and correcting them is the solid foundation for future development. 

4. What is the effective way of learning history, by reading books or watching videos? 

It really depends. For beginners, movies are a good starting point. Vivid images and fighting 

scenes from movies can be very inspirational. It can help inspire people to get to know more 

about history. However, when one wishes to have a deeper insight, books are the better 

option. 

5. Why should we learn history? 

→ History is a good reflection of the past. By learning history, we are able to conceive how 

our ancestors lived, struggled against Mother Nature, and died. Knowing these facts and 

learning from their mistakes is a solid foundation for future development.  
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23. Describe an unusual meal you had 

You should say: 

• Who you were with 

• Where you went 

• When it happened 

• Why it was unusual 

Band 8 Sample 

Well, my family usually enjoys our dinner at home with simple and traditional dishes, but 

there was an occasion we had a very special meal together in a fancy restaurant. 

It was around 3 years ago when I was tied up in revision for my final examination. After that 

high-pressure time, I passed the exam with flying colors so my dad decided to ease my mind 

by taking the whole family to a Western restaurant for enjoying a cozy meal together.  

That dinner was a little unusual to my family because we had never eaten in such a luxurious 

restaurant, so my mother and I were very surprised at that time. 

This French restaurant is located in downtown Ho Chi Minh City. Because it is situated in a 

well-trodden area, this restaurant welcomes hundreds of guests every night. The food here, 

therefore, wasn’t very budget-friendly. Actually, it cost my family an arm and a leg, which 

made this dinner even more special to me. Even though my dad is not the kind of person who 

makes a killing, he was still willing to take my mom and me to such a restaurant as a reward 

for my hard work. So I really appreciated him for that. 

I really enjoyed this dinner because it really helped me to relieve everyday stress and chill out 

after long hard-working days. Besides, this unusual meal was also a very good chance for us 

to strengthen our family bond because we all have been so busy for a long time.  

In the future I will try to earn a lot of money to take my family to wonderful places like this to 

try different cuisines and outstanding dishes, like lobster, abalone and salmon. 
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Vocabulary highlights:  

• To be tied up in something: to be occupied by something/too busy doing something 

• To pass the exam with flying colors: successfully pass the exam  

• Ease my mind: to relax  

• Well-trodden area: an area with a lot of people traveling  

• Budget friendly: affordable  

• Cost an arm and a leg: very expensive  

• Make a killing: make a lot of money quickly  

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do you think having dinner at home is a good idea? 

Well, definitely yes, home-made dishes are usually cleaner because we know how and when 

they were processed. Eating in restaurants may be less time-consuming for people who are 

too busy at work or study, but if the food they eat in restaurants is not hygienic enough, it will 

be harmful for their health. Moreover, having dinner with family members is a very good way 

to reduce stress and find happiness after work. If we are living with your family, a cozy dinner 

at home is very important. 

2. Do young people like to spend time with their families or friends? 

I believe this will depend on what kind of people we are talking about. I mean, to those with 

a sociable personality, spending time with friends is not only a good way to have fun but also 

a time to cultivate their friendships which will help them at work.  On the other hand, family-

oriented people prefer staying with their family members because we all know family is 

always the most important. There are many kinds of young people, so I think their options are 

varied. 

3. What do you think are the benefits of having dinner together? 

Having dinner with other people brings about a great number of benefits. One of them is this 

is a good way to relieve stress from work or study through talks we have with our family or 

friends. You know, eating alone would be very silent and tedious. Besides, people usually 

share their happy and sad stories they experienced in their workplace or at school, so I think 

www.ztcprep.com

https://tlgrm.in/ieltsmatters
https://www.instagram.com/ielts_matters/


 

 

87 Tủ sách Band 8 tại Anh ngữ ZIM | https://zim.vn/tu-sach-ielts-band-8/ 

we can learn a lot from it during our meals. For example, stories about my friends’ mistakes 

teach me what to do in a similar situation. 

4. Do you think people are less willing to cook meals by themselves these days, 

compared to the past? 

Yes, I think most people nowadays lead very hectic lifestyles so they get used to fast food, 

meals that they can easily find at restaurants or even canned food. Many years ago, when 

many Vietnamese people were farmers, food like rice or other produce sometimes were 

abundant in their own house, so it would take them less time to prepare meals. Furthermore, 

cooking was a traditional activity of our ancestors, so they spent more time cooking than 

people in our modern society. 
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24. Describe your favorite season of the year 

You should say: 

• How is the weather like 

• Why do you like this season 

• What activities do you usually do during it 

• How would different kinds of weather affect people 

Band 8 Sample 

Today, I am going to tell you about my favorite season. Honestly, I love all the seasons but I 

think my favorite is spring. Usually, it starts at the end of December in our country and lasts 

till the middle of March.  

The weather in Vietnam is the best during spring because you will not suffer from the 

excessive heat of summer or the freezing wind of winter. The temperature is tolerable both 

day and night. One of the best things about spring is that, during this poetic season, nature 

displays itself in beautiful green and flowers are noticed everywhere. Fruit trees, such as 

cherry and apricot trees are in full blossom, and colourful flowers such as daffodils and 

marigolds bloom in parks and gardens. The sounds of spring are wonderful too. A typical 

spring day will begin when some birds start their morning chorus as they look for a mate. We 

also celebrate Tet, one of the most anticipated holidays by the Vietnamese people. This is an 

occasion for pilgrimages, family reunions and many festivals. Parties full of delicious 

traditional dishes are the main theme for the whole holiday of Tet.  

I am of the opinion that different kinds of weather can affect people’s health. Even among 

those in the prime of health, an excessively hot or cold day can lead to illness or injury, let 

alone the elderly, who can be more susceptible to extreme weather conditions. Weather can 

also make a huge impact on people's lives. Obviously, the weather dictates what you are going 

to wear for the day, often depending on the time of year. Also, winter snow storms in Western 

countries can cancel school or make your morning commute a hassle. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• suffer from: be badly affected by 

• excessive: greater than what seems reasonable or appropriate 

• tolerable: moderate, acceptable 

• in full blossom: with the flowers fully open 

• morning chorus: early morning bird songs 

• pilgrimage: a journey to a holy place for religious reasons 

• in the prime of: in the best, most successful, most productive stage 

• susceptible: very likely to be influenced, harmed or affected 

• dictate: decide, determine 

• hassle: irritating inconvenience 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do you think weather has an influence on people's mood? 

Well definitely yes. Most people have a big preference for mild or windy weather due to the 

fact that it is the most favorable time to go out and do something outdoors. However, when 

the weather is a little rainy and humid, people have a tendency to stay at home and watch a 

movie or something like that.  

2. Do you like to go outside when winter comes? 

Well, I have to admit that I hate having to leave the house in the winter because there’s often 

a thick fog every morning and we sometimes get bitterly cold winds as well. Such things 

prevent me from going to work and study.  

3. How you feel about the climate in recent years? 

Well, that is an intriguing question. From my personal perspective, the climate on Earth is 

becoming more and more changeable, which unfortunately results from climate change. As 

you can see, normally, in summer there would be no rainfall at all in nearly 3 or 4 months, but 
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nowadays, in that particular season, the rain can come any time, which even contrasts the 

weather forecast.   

4. What can we do to stop greenhouse effect? 

There are several ways that can put an end to greenhouse effect. Firstly, industrial countries 

like the US and China need to have a consensus on the amount of Co2 emissions released into 

the air every year. Therefore, it can help reduce such bad effects on the air people breathe in 

every day. Another possible solution is to cut down on the number of vehicles using fossil 

fuels on a global scale. Instead, people should be encouraged to use public transport.   

5. What are the possible results if temperature continues going up? 

If that continues to happen, it is obvious that people especially those from low-income 

households cannot stand the boiling hot weather and then spend more money installing 

costly air-conditioning systems. This would reduce the amount of budget that can be spent 

on other educational and recreational activities. 
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25. Describe something you learned in a place or from someone 

You should say: 

• What it was 

• Where or who you got it 

• What the situation was 

• How you felt 

Band 8 Sample 

I am so lucky to have the chance to learn so many things from the people around me; the list 

of things I have learnt would be a very long one. I would like to emphasize one thing that I 

learned from a middle-aged woman in my neighborhood, and that is the pleasure of 

voluntary activities. 

We call her Ms. Lan. She was born and grew up during one of the most turbulent periods in 

Vietnamese modern history. Now, in her late 50s, she became interested in trying to make a 

difference — working for her own volunteer organization. 

She has been running a group of dedicated, compassionate young people who are all 

committed to making a positive difference to the lives of senior citizens in nursing homes 

around the town. “Spending time with the elderly is very important, they don’t always have 

relatives to visit them so I try to fill that gap and spend a bit of time with them. I have a rapport 

with elderly people, I’m a patient person and I like to sit down and talk to them,” she once 

told us.  

During my working under her guidance, I have learnt about the benefits of working as a 

volunteer. If you have ever volunteered, you may have noticed that you felt fantastic 

afterward. Community service can help you gain confidence by giving the chance to try 

something new and build a real sense of achievement. Besides, volunteering can help you 

meet different kinds of people and make new friends. 

Generally speaking, volunteering can have a real and valuable positive affect on people, 

communities and society. Besides, I believe that we can learn much about life from those who 

have seen it almost to the end. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• emphasize: give special importance to 

• voluntary: done willingly 

• turbulent: full of sudden change and confusion 

• dedicated to: working hard at 

• compassionate: feeling or showing sympathy for people who are suffering 

• be committed to: willing to work hard and give your time and energy to 

• senior citizen: the aged 

• nursing home: a public or private residential facility providing a high level of long-term 

personal or nursing care for the elderly 

• rapport: a friendly relationship 

• achievement: a thing that somebody has done successfully  

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. How to help old people to learn? 

I would admit that at the very aging state of our life, old people are resistant to absorbing 

new knowledge. However, if we know how to deliver the information more slowly and more 

frequently, I mean repetitively, they can be able to learn some new things. For example, my 

uncle, who is aged 54, still can learn how to use the computer, but at a much slower speed 

compared to youngsters. 

2. Do people in your country like to take online courses? 

Well, I think it really depends on where they live. If they are in big cities like Saigon or Hanoi, 

then they prefer offline classes which are nearer to their place of residence. But for those who 

reside in rural areas, they have to resort to online courses since they are the cheaper way of 

learning compared to relocating to major cities to learn. 

3. What kinds of teaching methods are suitable for old people? 
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As I was saying, the solution to teaching old learners is to reduce the pace of teaching and 

learning as well as increase the frequency of information’s shown to them in the lectures. 

4. Do you like to teach other people? 

To be honest, talking to and sharing my experience with others is just my cup of tea. I am very 

willing to do it whenever someone asks me for advice. However, standing on the stage and 

imparting knowledge like a professional lecturer is something that I am not really into, you 

know. I mean I can’t stand talking in front of so many people, a small audience is ok. 

5. Is self-study the most effective way of learning? 

I don’t think so, to be honest. Self-instruction is an extremely crucial skill you might want to 

possess, but studying only by yourself, especially at the very first stages, is not a wise choice. 

Personally, I think the best way is to have someone to guide and show you how things work 

rather than figuring it all out by yourself, which can be very time-consuming. 
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26. Describe an interesting song you like 

You should say: 

• What it is 

• Which country the song comes from 

• What story the song tells 

And explain why you think it is interesting. 

Band 8 Sample 

One of my favorite songs is “Bonjour Vietnam”, a song composed and sung by Pham Quynh 

Anh - A French woman with Vietnamese origins. Though this song was released years ago, I 

still keep it in my “favorite” playlist on my phone. 

I first came across this song when it was discussed all over the media during my secondary 

school years. You see, it’s really rare for such a beautiful song to be written about Vietnam, 

or the Vietnamese identity for that matter. It’s about a Vietnamese expat desperately wanting 

to learn more about her Vietnamese roots. She also wanted to go to Vietnam someday to 

know for herself whether it was like what her parents and the media portrayed or not. 

To be honest, the first time I heard this song, I didn’t understand a word but I was hooked by 

the gentle melody and the silky voice of the singer. I was later motivated to learn French to 

know the exact meaning of the lyrics. When I understood, it was all the more beautiful. I 

realized there was still so much more to discover and love about my country. You could say 

my love for the beauty of Vietnam was rekindled.  

I really wish more quality songs like this can be produced in the future instead of the 

meaningless ones that young generations are so obsessed with. 

Vocabulary highlights: 

• To compose: to write music 

• An expat: a person living outside their own country 

• To portray: to describe something or somebody  

• To be hooked: to enjoy something very much 
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27. Describe a recent change in your life 

You should say: 

• What the change was 

• When it happened 

• How you felt about it 

And explain if it was a positive or negative change for you 

Band 8 Sample 

I suppose one of the biggest turning points in my life was when I graduated from university 

just a couple of months ago. I looked for a job and began working full-time right after that so 

I haven’t really had time to take a deep breath and reflect on this momentous change. 

People say that university is one of the best periods of time in your life, and that you will miss 

it once you are employed. That’s not true for me, because I was very relieved when I finally 

got my degree. I didn’t get to learn a lot in school and was always irritated by the poor attitude 

of the staff there. Throughout 4 years, all I wanted was to get a job so that I could support 

myself first and then my family. And that has finally come true. I am more in my element 

when I’m working because I constantly learn new things and have to deal with new 

challenges.  

But the biggest change for me is that now I can take care of myself financially and not have to 

rely on my family anymore. I already worked part-time when I was in university, but what I 

made wasn’t nearly enough to save for a rainy day, let alone support my family. So although 

my work isn’t all roses, I am still very glad I have made it this far. Personally I feel this change 

has had a very positive impact on me. 

 

Vocabulary highlights: 

• To reflect on: to think carefully and deeply about something  

• To be irritated: to be annoyed  
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IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. What changes do you want to make in your life? 

Probably I want to do something about my daily routine. I am quite lazy, you see, so I tend to 

procrastinate and leave things till the last minute. I have wasted a lot of time and also a lot of 

energy due to this bad habit. So I think I should make a weekly schedule and stick to it so that 

I can be more efficient. 

2. Do you believe we can control our own fate? How? 

No, I don’t think fate is something we can fully control. There will certainly be things that take 

you by surprise, whether you like it or not. Well, traffic accidents are a clear example. But it’s 

not all bad. Sometimes fate can lead you to good things like a business opportunity or a 

romantic relationship. 

3. What three changes you would want to see in your country? 

The first and most important change I want to see is a better education system. I am a teacher, 

so of course this is very close to my heart. I want there to be a better curriculum that teaches 

students useful skills they need in the future instead of just useless theories they’ll forget 

once they have taken a test. I want there to be fewer tests, maybe once or twice a school 

year. That way children will have a chance to be just children, instead of lifeless zombies going 

from class to class. 

The second thing I want to see is a better public transport system together with better 

infrastructure. I live in Saigon so there are traffic jams every single day and I’m so sick of it. I 

am prepared to switch to public transport if only it weren’t so uncomfortable. The buses are 

always too crowded and unpunctual. 

Lastly, I hope that people can be kinder towards each other. I know it’s corny but people treat 

each other so badly nowadays. You can see it everywhere, from reckless drivers and abusive 

parents to sellers who put toxic chemicals into the products they sell. The scary thing is that 

this has become a norm. If only people were more considerate, I believe none of these 

horrible things would happen. 
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28. Describe a person who has apologized to you. 

You should say: 

• Who this person is 

• When this happened 

• What this person said for apologizing 

And explain how you feel about the apology 

Band 8 Sample 

Well I consider myself as an easy-going person so I don’t usually remember anybody’s mistake 

or their apologies for a long time. But if my memory serves me well, like 3 years ago when I 

was a newcomer in my company. It was at the end of the year so I was tied up with reports 

and meetings. That’s why I decided to unwind after that high-pressure time by having dinner 

at a fancy restaurant and here I received a sincere apology from a waiter.  

 

I was enjoying the meal with my besties and we didn’t notice that a waiter was approaching. 

Suddenly, a glass of wine was spilled on my suit and the waiter was very confused. I tried to 

stay calm while the waiter kept apologizing to me. 

 

At first, I thought that he would be fired because it was a five-star restaurant and the manager 

wouldn’t forgive such carelessness. However, after his manager came, she turned out to be 

quite tolerant and told him to be more careful next time. Actually, she was also very nice 

when trying to make sure that I wasn’t angry and promised to offer me free lunch on the day 

after that. 

Saying sorry to other people is not an easy thing to do, especially to customers in such a fancy 

restaurant. That’s why I believe the manager’s behavior and attitude was something for me 

to learn and the way she tried to calm my anger down was also a great lesson for me. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• If my memory serves me right: If I remember correctly. 

• Tolerant: to be able to accept what other people say or do even if you do not agree 

with it 

• Calm my anger down: to make me become less angry and more relaxed 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Is it important to say sorry? 

Definitely yes, saying sorry to other people is a good way to pay respect to them who may 

feel, like, offended or hurt. In my opinion, apologizing to others doesn’t mean that I admit 

that I’m wrong but it simply means that I consider the relationship between those people and 

me greater than myself. I mean, it is like something you use to protect our relationship, as 

long as the apology is sincere enough.  

2. In what situations do people say sorry? 

People often say sorry when they think that their words or behavior have hurt someone else. 

For example, I always apologize to my mother when I made her sad. Recently when I failed 

the university exam, I said I am sorry to her because I couldn’t live up to her expectations. 

3. Why do some people hate to say sorry? 

I am not sure but maybe their ego is way too big. Yeah I guess their pride doesn’t allow them 

to admit their faults. In other cases, perhaps they think also they don’t need to make any 

apology for those who are so close to them, like their parents or siblings because these words 

may sound awkward and ridiculous to them. 

4. When will people say thank you? 

Sharply contrasting to apologies, saying thank you is way more popular among people, 

especially when they feel, like, they have received some kind of assistance from others. They 

may do it wholeheartedly because they feel grateful or they may do it because they think they 

have to. Anyway, we always need to say thanks when being helped, I guess.  

5. When was the last time you found it hard to accept an apology? 
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To be frank, I don’t really remember, it is quite embarrassing to say that I am kinda absent-

minded. In fact, I am more of a tolerant individual, you know, so it is very unlikely that there 

was any occasion that I couldn’t forgive someone. If it did happen, it was probably a mistake 

on my behalf. 
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29. Describe a leader or politician who you admire. 

You should say: 

• Who is he/ she? 

• What is so appealing about him? 

• What type of leader is he/ she 

And explain why do you admire him /her. 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to talk about Mr David Cameron, the former Prime Minister of the UK and I do 

believe that he is the most professional person that I have ever known in my life.  

First, I would like to get the ball rolling by touching on the matter of how I knew him. it was 

about 5 years ago more or less, when I travelled to England and had a chance to meet him in 

front of Number 10 Downing Street. 

On the subject of his appearance, I must confess that I was struck by his powerful and 

presentable look at the first time seeing him. He was so charismatic and confident that 

everyone wanted to listen to him when he was talking as well as debating with others over 

political issues.  As well as that, he was always cool headed in every situation because he 

weighed up the pros and cons before making any decision instead of jumping to a conclusion. 

There are several reasons why I really admire Mr Cameron. First, he led his party in a 

democratic way. You know, he always listened to everyone’s opinions and commented fairly 

on them. Second, with his contributions to many areas, ranging from medicine to social 

welfare, the UK has become the fifth strongest economy globally. 

For all these reasons, I want to reaffirm that David Cameron is the most honorable leader that 

I have ever met. And in the future, if I have a chance, I will go back to the UK to meet him 

once again. 
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Vocabulary highlights:  

• Charismatic: To have the powerful quality to attract and impress other people 

• Cool-headed: calm 

• To weigh up the pros and cons: to consider both advantages and disadvantages  

• To jump to a conclusion: to make a decision too quickly 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1.     Do you want to be a leader? 

Definitely yes. When I was knee high to a grasshopper, I used to dream of becoming a leader 

in the political area, like a prime minister or a governor. You know, those positions give me a 

lot of power and a sense of pride.  

2.     What qualities should a leader have? 

I believe to become a good leader, people need to have patience to overcome challenges 

during their leadership. Without patience, they easily make mistakes and inappropriate 

decisions. Another important thing is excellent presentation skills. As you know, it is 

important for a leader to deliver a plan or a strategy clearly to his colleagues and make sure 

that all members fully grasp it.  

3.     How do you think we can improve the leaders qualities? 

Well, I do think that leadership skills can be polished via proper training and practice. For 

example, to become a good leader, people should engage in some courses about leadership 

in their free time. During such courses, they will be given more chances to practice their skills 

and learn new things about this interesting, but challenging skill.  

4.     Do you think a leader should be perfect in all fields? 

No, I don’t think so. It goes without saying that each person can only be good at one or some 

areas. Therefore, I suppose that people should focus on their strengths and become the 

leader of that area. In this way, they can easily reap more success in their career path.  

5.     Why do we need a leader? 
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A leader in a team or an organization can be seen as the backbone, the spirit of the team, I 

would say. We do need that person because he can operate all of the activities, and give a 

clear direction for the whole team. Without him, the team cannot develop and easily fall into 

disunity, which could be followed by continuous failures. 
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30. Describe a person who does well in work 

You should say: 

• Who the person is 

• How do you know this person 

• What kinds of work this person does 

And explain why this person can do well 

Band 8 Sample 

Recently I took a job as a maths teacher at an International school. Describing a person who 

does well at work makes me think of the head of the Maths department at my school, Mr 

Lawrence aka Laurie. I met Laurie in the school cafeteria over coffee and we began to talk 

about his role as the head of Maths. 

Laurie told me he’s been a maths teacher since 1985 so that’s… 33 years in the trade. He loves 

his job, and he said he’d be a Maths teacher for 500 hundred years if I he didn’t die of old age 

first. To be honest, I was quite taken aback by this comment. I always get a feeling somewhere 

between admiration and sympathy for teachers who commit almost every aspect of their life 

to their work. Admiration because of the dedication to their students and their craft; 

sympathy because they have given up so much to become the teacher they are today. 

It is precisely this quality, though, that explains why Laurie a person who does well at work. 

His work and his life are intimately linked, and if Laurie wants to lead a good life, this is almost 

synonymous with him being a good teacher.  

Vocabulary highlights:  

• In the trade: To be working in a particular business  

• To be taken aback: To be surprised by something   
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31. Describe an adventurous person who you know. 

You should say: 

• Who the person is 

• How you know this person 

• What this person does that is adventurous 

And explain why you think this person likes to take risks. 

Band 8 Sample 

Although I don’t know this person personally, I am going to talk about Bear Grylls, a famous 

adventurer with his own survival show on Nat Geo channel.  

You don’t need much explanation when you hear this name. Bear Grylls is an embodiment of 

adventure and courage himself. In his show, he went to remote places with harsh conditions 

to try to survive for several days. He would then try to find food and water in the most unlikely 

places, sometimes hunting wild animals or eating bugs just to survive. I feel like there’s 

nothing this guy is afraid to do. I mean, he even drank his own piss and ate a cow’s eyeball 

once. 

I don’t know why he is such a risk-taker but I think he’s just really confident in his survival 

skills. Whatever comes his way, he can cope with it and make it till the end. Besides, he made 

this show to teach people what to do when they are stuck in the same situation so he had to 

set a good example for them. 

I’m really in awe of Bear. I don’t even dare to eat bugs so I can’t imagine going through his 

ordeal. Now that he’s a bit old, I don’t know if he’s going to continue with his show but 

probably he will. He’s a tough guy. 

Vocabulary highlights:  

• An embodiment of adventure and courage: A person or thing that represents 

adventure and courage 

• The most unlikely places: Places that no one would want to visit 

• In awe of: To admire somebody  
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32. Describe a famous athlete you know 

You should say: 

• Who he or she is 

• How you know him or her 

• What he or she has achieved 

• Why he is famous 

Band 8 Sample 

Being a big fan of basketball, I have long idolized the legend of this sport - Michael Jordan, 

also known as MJ. I first got curious about his life when I saw a logo portraying him on a 

product of the brand, Nike, and his life turned out to be intriguing to me.  

He played in the position of shooting guard in one of the most renowned teams, the Chicago 

Bulls, and was famous for his exceptional leaping ability, illustrated by performing slam dunks 

from the free throw line. Early in his NBA career, while playing for the University of North 

Carolina, he appeared on the cover of Sports Illustrated with the heading “A star is born” just 

over a month into his professional career. It was not only his talent but also his dedication 

that made him a strong clutch performer. He spent hours studying films of his opponents to 

improve his defense. Even when his right knee was injured, Jordan did not miss any games in 

the season from 1986 to 2001. Throughout his career, he led the Chicago Bulls to six 

championships, was awarded the NBA Most Valuable Player five times and was the first player 

to be honored with both the NBA’s Defensive Player of the year award and Most Valuable 

Player awards. All the compliments that journalists gave him were not an overstatement.  

Although Michael Jordan retired in 2003, his skills and his legacy are still a great inspiration 

for any basketball player or person considering pursuing a basketball career. He is also active 

in charity activities. His clothing line, Jordan brand, has made donations to different 

organizations across America. It’s difficult to describe how amazing Michael Jordan is in 

words, just watch a few of his videos playing in NBA games or his interviews, you’ll figure it 

out yourself.  
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• Idolize: Admire, revere, or love greatly or excessively. 

• Renowned: Known or talked about by many people; famous. 

• A great inspiration: Someone that people aspire to be and are motivated by. 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do teenagers like exercising in your country? 

I would say yes, I know many teenagers who are really keen on doing exercise like jogging or 

dancing. Some of them are not too busy so they can do it on a daily basis but others get 

occupied with their hectic studying schedule, so they can only exercise once a week or even 

less. 

2. Would you like to stay at home or go outside for holiday? 

Well it would depend on my mood, actually. I confess that I am quite unpredictable. I mean if 

I feel happy I will consider going out with my friends and enjoy a movie. On the other hand, 

sometimes when I am in a bad mood, I’d rather stay in with lots of interesting activities to 

enjoy a holiday, like watching television or simply sleeping. 

3. Do you think physical education is necessary? Why? 

Yes for sure, it is of great necessity I would say. Physical education can improve our immune 

system and keep our mind clear and active so that we can respond better to stress when we 

come back to work or school. Though it may sound a little exhausting, doing exercise can 

become addictive when we get used to it. 

4. How do you think physical classes affect children's development? 

Like I just said, physical classes with a wide range of physical exercises can improve children’s 

mental health, which allows them to absorb the lessons better. On top of that, in my nephew’s 

physical class, I saw some exercises that really stretched her body so I believe such classes are 

also beneficial to children’s height  

5. What kind of exercises do Vietnamese people like? 
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Well, we can easily catch sight of people in my country jogging along the pavement every 

morning. So I believe this is the most favorite exercise here because jogging is totally free-of-

charge and doesn’t need any special equipment. Some people jog in the early morning while 

others prefer the afternoon or evening, so it’s quite flexible, too. 
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33. Describe something you enjoy doing with an old person in your family 

You should say: 

• What it is 

• How often you do it 

• Who you do it with 

• Why you enjoy doing it with this person 

Band 8 Sample 

Well, now I’m going to tell you something about an activity that I am particularly keen on 

doing with my 80-year-old grandmother, which is watching an Indian soap opera series on TV. 

Honestly, the series that we like best is “8-year-old bride” and it is broadcast every day on 

Today TV. 

The first time my grandma and I knew about this TV series was about 4 months ago after 

seeing the 1st episode of it. As I still remember, on that day, we were both highly impressed 

by a character in the film called Anadhi and since then, we have never missed even a single 

episode. This series mainly tells the story of a girl named Anadhi, who had to live a miserable 

life since she was in a forced marriage at the age of 8. After that, she also encountered several 

difficulties and pains throughout her life. 

As I mentioned, this series is shown every evening at 8 pm and I always try my best to arrange 

my work so that I can enjoy it with my beloved grandma. During the time we watch, she also 

tells a lot of things about the meaningful details in each episode, which I could hardly realize 

if watching alone. In fact, I have learned quite a lot of wonderful lessons from both this series 

and my grandmother and the most important lesson would be: “Getting married too early 

can be the most terrible mistake that one can make”. 

Vocabulary highlights:  

• Live a miserable life: to have a very unhappy and uncomfortable life 

• A forced marriage: a marriage where the husband and wife are forced to get married 

• Encounter difficulties and pains: to experience difficulties  
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IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. How much time should parents spend with their children every day? 

Well, it is quite difficult to give an accurate answer to this question since I believe that this 

should depend on the working schedule of each person. However, everyone should consider 

spending time with their kids as one of the top priorities and I think that the most suitable 

amount of time each day would be about 4 – 5 hours (sleeping time excluded). 

2. Do young people like to live with old people in your country? 

Actually, in Vietnam, taking care of old parents is the responsibility of everyone and I think 

that it is the moral value that we should always keep, whether we like it or not. Therefore, it 

is very easy to find an extended family with at least 3 generations living under one roof in 

Vietnam and in most cases, all family members are very happy. 

3. What's the most important thing that young people can learn from old people? 

Obviously, it’s experience. Old people have spent the major part of their life dealing with 

several challenges and difficulties. Therefore, they have a huge amount of experience in many 

different aspects of life. If a young person wants to solve a problem quickly, the best way will 

be asking for help from an elderly person. 

4. Do people nowadays spend less quality time for their family? 

Unfortunately, I have to say yes. Due to the development of the society nowadays, young 

people are getting busier and busier, which means that they tend to have less time to spend 

with other members in their family. In fact, I know some people who barely see the faces their 

relatives, even though they are living in the same house. 

5. Do Vietnamese families like to arrange indoor or outdoor activities? 

You know, parents in my country really want their children to go out more since young people 

are spending too much time on their mobile phones. Therefore, whenever they can arrange 

their free time, they would immediately organise an outdoor activity for the whole family. 

And actually, I think that this is a very good thing since the bond between family members 

can be strengthened thanks to frequent participation in these activities. 
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34. Describe an interesting person from another country 

You should say: 

• Who this person is 

• What this person does 

• Why this person is interesting 

• How you think of this person 

Band 8 Sample 

Now, I’m going to tell you something about a very nice and funny foreign friend that I have. 

His name is Xin Jiping, and is Chinese. I first knew about this person 2 years ago when I was 

an exchange student in China. To the best of my recollection, the first time that I met him, I 

was highly impressed by his leadership skills as well as his strong determination. 

He is a tall, fat guy and quite a bit older than me. In his country, he is well-known for his talent 

in organizing events and leading groups in social activities. He told me he first discovered this 

talent at the age of 8, when he first read a book called “Marxist philosophy”, which he called 

“The Holy Bible”. Through this book, he learned many new things about leadership and how 

to become an influential person in society. At first, he had some difficulties when applying 

the theories in this book into reality since many people were still opposed to his opinion. 

However, thanks to his effort, he eventually managed to become the leader of student union 

at a big university in China. So far, he has participated in a number of different activities and 

used his influence to help many less fortunate people in his hometown. 

Finally, with regards to my feeling about this person, I think there are many things that I need 

to learn from him. I hope that I’ll have another opportunity to go back to China and meet him 

again. 

Vocabulary highlights: 

• To the best of my recollection: if I remember correctly 

• An influential person: a person who has a lot of influence on other people 
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IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do you think communicating with foreigners is a good way to learn about foreign 

culture? 

Well, I think it’s too obvious, actually. From my experience, people from any country are 

always willing to share what they know about their own culture to others with a great sense 

of pride. Therefore, we can learn a great deal of new things about their country when having 

a chat with them. 

2. What are the disadvantages of working for an international company? 

In my opinion, I believe that the biggest drawback when working for a multi-national 

organisation would be the differences in working cultures. You know, many employees may 

find it difficult to adapt to a completely strange working environment and it would take them 

quite a while to get used to everything at the new place. This may somehow affect their 

working performance during the first days at the company. 

3. What kinds of problems do people face when they travel or live in a foreign country? 

There are several problems in this case and the most obvious one would be the differences in 

cultures. Some actions may be acceptable in a culture but can be considered as offensive in 

another. Therefore, if we don’t carefully take culture into consideration when travelling to a 

new place, we may get into some trouble with the local people. 

4. Do you like to make friends with people from other countries? 

Yes, of course. Having friends from different countries is a very good way for us to learn about 

new places and new cultures. And such knowledge can be highly valuable if we plan to move 

to another country to live or just to travel. 

5. Do you have any international friends? 

I do have a few but we’re not very close. You know, I don’t have time to see them frequently, 

so we actually don’t know very much about each other. 

6. How do the cultural differences hinder the growth of an organization/company? 

From my own experience, some employees may be reluctant to work and contribute to 

organizations whose culture doesn’t match, or is even conflicting, to the one of their local 
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area. Because of this, the working performance of each worker and then the productivity of 

the company may be negatively affected. 

7. How do sports help to break the barriers of cultural differences? 

To be honest, I don’t know much about sports and their influence on culture. But if I have to 

give an answer for this question, I think that maybe when people play sport, they share the 

fun and passion of the sport and don’t take culture into consideration. That could be the 

reason why differences in cultures can be eliminated in sports. 
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35. Describe a time when someone helped you 

You should say: 

• Who helped you 

• When it was 

• Why s/he helped you 

And describe how you felt about it. 

Band 8 Sample 

I am going to tell you about a time when I received support from a stranger. You know, it was 

back a month ago when I was on my way back home from work when it was very late. 

Everything was fine until a sudden torrential rain poured down and my raincoat was nowhere 

to be found. Even worse, I couldn’t find any shop or house on the roadsides with a cover 

where I could hide for a while. So, I kept moving on, accepting the worst-case scenario that I 

would be as wet as a drowned rat. 

But then, from my rear-view mirror, I noticed a young woman who tried to chase me with 

her motorbike. When she got loser, her voice was loud enough for me realize her suggestion 

to help me by giving me her extra raincoat. I was rather skeptical at first as my mom always 

warns me not to trust anyone in the street, but after looking at her, I knew that her sincerity 

should not be questioned. I then received the raincoat with both hands and looked at her 

with my deepest appreciation. She gave me a warm smile and asked me to keep the raincoat 

for myself. I looked at her until she disappeared in the distance, and then headed home. 

I was still soaked when I got home. However, it was the kindness of the woman that warmed 

me from inside my heart. Obviously, she was no one I had ever met before but was willing to 

help me for no reward, and her humanity in this society was something I would always 

cherish.  

Thank you for listening 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• A torrential rain: the rain falling in large amounts 

• The worst- case scenario: the most unpleasant that could happen in a situation 

• Be as wet as a drowned rat: to be very wet, especially because you have been in heavy 

rain 

• Rear-view mirror: a mirror in which a driver can see the traffic behind 

• Skeptical: having doubts that something will happen 

• Humanity: the quality of being kind to people 
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36. Describe a shopping street you would like to go. 

You should say: 

• What is this place? 

• Where is it situated? 

• Why is it so popular? 

Band 8 Sample 

Well I am gonna talk about Nguyen Trai street, which is one of the most crowded shopping 

streets of Ho Chi Minh city. I went there once, like, 3 years ago when I was a freshman at 

university. It was at the end of the first semester so I was swamped with assignments and 

revision. That’s why I decided to chill out after that nerve-racking time by wandering around 

my neighborhood with my besties and by chance, I found this shopping heaven.  

Nguyen Trai shopping street is, more or less, 5 kilometers away from my house. It is located 

in downtown Ho Chi Minh City, which is really bustling with tons of people, noise and traffic. 

This street attracts a lot of visitors every day because of its variety of delicious food. 

It has been 2 years since the last time I went there so I really hope that I can manage my 

timetable to have a day off and go back. You know, this street is well-known for the high-end 

products sold there, especially food and clothes. I plan to visit this street at the end of this 

month after I finish my project. At first, I thought that Nguyen Trai street was kinda boring 

because I didn’t feel comfortable in crowded places. However, after I went there once, this 

street turned out to be quite fabulous. Actually, I really want to go back to this place again 

and again in the future. 

The reason is quite simple. I just want to go shopping around to relieve everyday stress and 

ease my mind after hard days at work. Besides that, I plan to go there with my family because 

I believe going shopping together is a good way for us to understand each other better. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• To chill out: to relax 

• Nerve-racking: making you feel very nervous and worried 

• High-end products: products that are expensive and of high quality  

• To relieve everyday stress: to reduce everyday stress 

• To ease my mind: to make myself less worried  
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37. Describe a city or country you most want to live in the future 

You should say: 

• What is it 

• Where is it located 

• Why do you like it 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to tell you about Tokyo, the city I want to live in the most in the future.  It is the 

capital city of Japan and is the most populous metropolitan area in the world. 

The most important reason I wish to settle down in Tokyo is the co-existence of modern and 

traditional values. It’s the kind of city where the red gates of a centuries-old Shinto shrine 

may well be found just next door to a glass skyscraper showcasing the finest 21st century 

technology. Or where a quiet green lane lined with wooden low-rise houses and an old school 

tofu shop might sit just a short stroll from a neon-lit square packed with flickering billboards 

and rainbow-bright street fashion. 

The hectic life in Tokyo is also an irresistible attraction for young people. Tokyo's railway 

system seems like it was designed to win world records. It's rare to find a location in the 

metropolitan area that can't be reached with a train ride and a short walk.  

I feel that the city is moving toward the future. I believe Tokyo will become a city that is full 

of surprises. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• metropolitan: connected with a large or capital city 

• settle down: start to have a quieter way of life 

• co-existence: the state of being together in the same place at the same time  

• shrine: a place where people come to worship 

• showcase: present 

• a short stroll from: not far from 

• flicker: keep going on and off as it shines or burns 

• hectic: full of activity 

• irresistible: cannot be stopped or resisted 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do you like to live alone or share a room with others? 

I prefer to live on my own. It offers me a sense of freedom to do whatever I like without 

affecting or being affected by others. Sharing a room with a mate may be more fun as you 

have someone to talk to, but disagreements and conflicts occurring from daily interactions 

may be inevitable.  

2. What are the advantages and the disadvantages of living alone? 

 Well living somewhere on your own has some certain pros and cons,  I believe.  Like, our 

sense of independence can improve when we have no one to rely on but ourselves. It's the 

main benefit of living alone. However, it would be tedious and maybe lonely when we have 

to sleep alone and do household chores without anybody's help. 

3. What are the advantages of working abroad? 

There are numerous benefits I can think of. Firstly, people have a great chance to improve 

their use of a foreign language. Working in countries like England or the US, for example helps 

them practice their English on on a daily basis, which eventually results in the a better level 

of confidence and activeness in their English communication skills. Also, people have ample 

chance to broaden their horizons by learning about the progress of other countries, such as 
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management systems or technological advancements, right in their workplace, which not only 

provides them with knowledge but gives them a chance to accumulate a lot of good skills and 

experience. 

4. What are the disadvantages of living in a foreign country? 

There are many but I would like to focus on two that I believe are the biggest. One of the 

drawbacks relates to culture shock. You know, differences in working manner or working 

culture may result in employees’ reluctance in processing their tasks, not to mention the 

difficulties in understanding others with a foreign language. Secondly, working in a foreign 

country can also be a challenge of one’s independence. In fact, a number of people have not 

been able to stay in a foreign country for the long term just because they cannot suffer the 

loneliness.  

5. Would you like to live in a developed city with a high salary, but with polluted air? 

To be honest, I am not willing to live and work in conditions where there is such imbalance. It 

is because the environment can directly affect my ability to work as efficient as I can. 

Moreover, money can be earned but the harmful consequences for one’s health caused by 

pollution cannot be compensated. Needless to say, without health, it is hard for me to enjoy 

my life even when I am living in a developed country and can earn plenty of money.   
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38. Describe a tall building in your hometown you like or dislike. 

You should say: 

• Where it is 

• What it is used for 

• What it looks like 

And explain why you like or dislike it. 

Band 8 Sample 

Well, I am gonna talk about Bitexco which is one of the most crowded buildings in Ho Chi 

Minh city. The first time I went there was, like, 3 years ago when I was a student in high school. 

It was at the end of the term so I was struggling with projects and presentations. That’s why 

I decided to relax after that stressful time by going around the city with my besties and by 

chance, we came to this shopping heaven.  

Bitexco building is, more or less, 5 kilometers away from my house, located in downtown Ho 

Chi Minh city, which is a very bustling area with tons of people, noise and traffic. This building 

attracts a lot of visitors every day because of the variety of fancy clothes stores there. 

You know, this building is well-known for the high-end products sold there, especially food 

and clothes. Its shape is based on the lotus, our traditional flower but to be honest, it looks 

more like corn to me. At first, I thought that Bitexco building was kinda boring because I didn’t 

feel comfortable in crowded places. However, after I went there once, this place turned out 

to be quite fabulous. Actually, it has become the landmark of HCM city for many years. 

Every time I visit Bitexco, I feel like I can relieve everyday stress and ease my mind after hard 

days at work. Besides that, I always go there with my family for shopping because I believe 

going shopping together is a good way for us to understand each other better. That’s why I 

really like this building. 

  

www.ztcprep.com

https://tlgrm.in/ieltsmatters
https://www.instagram.com/ielts_matters/


 

 

121 Tủ sách Band 8 tại Anh ngữ ZIM | https://zim.vn/tu-sach-ielts-band-8/ 

39. Describe an important river/ area of water in your country 

You should say: 

• How long the river is 

• Where it is 

• What it looks like 

• Why it is important 

Band 8 Sample 

I am going to talk about the Mekong river, one of the biggest and most important rivers 

located in southwestern part of Vietnam. With a length of about 2,700 miles, the river is the 

7th longest is Asia. Locally, it's called "River of the Nine Dragons" because the small branches 

of the river are, since time immemorial, associated with the image of nine majestic dragons. 

Needless to say, the river is mentioned in a variety of poems and songs. 

In terms of agriculture, the mighty river together with its surrounding delta has been known 

as the agricultural heart of southern Vietnam and the ‘rice bowl’ of the whole country. The 

Mekong is also Vietnam's most important fishing region.  

If you are a discerning tourist who really has ‘wearing a conical hat in a sampan boat in 

Vietnam’ on your bucket list, a trip to Mekong Delta is a must. It is carpeted in a dizzying 

variety of greens and is also a place where boats, houses and markets float upon the 

innumerable rivers, canals and streams that criss-cross the landscape like arteries. Embarking 

on a Mekong River cruise provides tourists with fascinating insight into the local rural way of 

life, including the opportunity to visit some of the region’s best-known sites, along with plenty 

of hidden gems. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• since time immemorial: for a very long time 

• majestic: impressive 

• agriculture: the cultivation and breeding of animals and plants 

• mighty: very strong and powerful 

• discerning: able to judge the good quality of something  

• bucket list: a number of experiences or achievements that a person hopes to have or 

accomplish during their lifetime 

• criss-cross: mark with intersecting lines 

• gem: a person, place or thing that is especially good 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do people like that river in your country? 

I am afraid not. Rivers are really not what we Vietnamese are concerned about. Like you know, 

rivers aren’t our first choice when we go on a tour or something. We may long for beaches, 

we may want to be hitch hikers, but not many think of going on a river voyage. 

2. Do you like any activities on water? 

Since i do not know how to swim, I’m afraid of activities in and on water, so it’s not really 

something that I care about. However. I do know something about parasailing and scuba 

diving from English textbooks, so I believe I may give it a try someday when I learn how to 

swim 

3. Is it necessary for everyone to learn swimming? 

Of course, swimming is vitally important. It's a survival skill for people who live near rivers and 

oceans. There have been many reports and cases of children drowning, so I believe swimming 

should be a compulsory part in any PE course 

4. Do people in your country go to swim in their spare time? 
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 I would say yes and no. Around, like, 30% of Vietnamese know how to swim, and do it 

whenever they have some time to spare. Lam Son pool - the biggest public pool in my city is 

always fraught with people swimming every summer. However, I would not say so for the 

other 70% who have no idea how to swim 
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40. Describe a place where you can read and write. 

You should say: 

• Where this place is 

• How do you know this place 

• What do you do there 

And explain why you think it’s a good place for reading and writing. 

Band 8 Sample 

Well, I am gonna talk about the City Library which is one of the largest libraries in Ho Chi Minh 

city. I went there for the first time, like, 3 years ago when I was a senior in college. It was in 

the middle of the final examinations so I was terribly busy with homework and exams. That’s 

why I decided to try to ease my mind after that exhausting time by reading some new books, 

so I visited this library.  

This library is, more or less, 5 kilometers away from my house and is located in downtown Ho 

Chi Minh city, which is a very bustling area with tons of people, noise and traffic. This library 

attracts a lot of visitors every day because of its variety of fascinating books. 

You know, this library is well-known for its tranquility and it is like a heaven for those who 

have a burning passion for books, especially novels and comics. It is equipped with very long 

tables and is well air-conditioned. Many of my essays were written there because this library 

provides me with a great range of learning materials. At first, I thought that this library was 

kinda boring because I wasn’t a big fan of books. However, after I visited once, this place 

turned out to be wonderful. Actually, I have become a big reader since the time I went to this 

library and read books there. 

Every time I read books in this library, I feel like I can relieve everyday stress and ease my 

mind after hard days at work. Besides that, books and other materials in this library also 

enable me to expand my horizons and learn lots of new things. That’s why I really like this 

building. 
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41. Describe a place where you often visit with your friends or family 

You should say: 

• Where the place is 

• How you know the place 

• How you go there 

• Why you want to visit 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to share with you about the Freedom Park which is situated in the heart of district 

4. 

This is a fantastic place for people who want to enjoy fresh air and a cool breeze in the early 

morning without any noise from vehicles on the streets. As I told you just now, I am residing 

in District 4 and since the first time I moved there, I have taken notice of Freedom Park due 

to its tranquility. 

Each and every morning, people in the locality go to the park to take a stroll and work out to 

kick off their new day full of energy. The interesting thing is that the place offers people a 

variety of public sports facilities that people can use to boost their mental wellness. Apart 

from that, at the top of the hill in the park, there is a lovely small cafe that sells some kinds of 

breakfast food such as hamburgers, sausage, Pho and fried rice. After a few hours of doing 

exercise people can enjoy a good cheap breakfast. 

 If my memory serves me right, the first time I went there was two years ago with my 

girlfriend. It was incredibly peaceful, especially when the night fell and all the lights were on. 

My girlfriend and I walked along the small paths flowing through the park, hand in hand 

together. Everything was absolutely romantic. 

For all these reasons, Freedom Park always comes out on top of my list when it comes to a 

place where I can get back to nature and put my feet up. In the future, I hope I have more 

spare time to go there with my family and friends in order to enjoy such a peaceful and 

relaxing atmosphere.   
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• To take a stroll: to take a slow relaxed walk 

• To kick off: to start something  

• Mental wellness: the state of being mentally healthy 

• If my memory serves me right: if I remember correctly  

• To put my feet up: to sit down and relax    
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42. Describe a public place that you think need improvements 

You should say: 

• What the place is 

• When do you go there 

• What do you like and dislike in the public place 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to talk about a public place that I think needs improvement. Among the most 

popular public places where people can socialize and hang out with each other is Dam Sen, 

an amusement park in Ho Chi Minh city, considered a green oasis located in District 11.  

Last month, I decided to take my nieces and nephews there. The park is comprised of many 

areas including a roller coaster which, to my surprise, the children eagerly rode. Time just 

flew by with the kids.  

We liked everything about the park except the fact that people were throwing empty water 

bottles here and there. I felt there should be more bins. Well, to tell the truth, the park is 

rather old. Sometimes my parents used to take me there in my childhood. However, the park 

was a lot different from what I could remember. Some facilities at its far end were covered in 

moss and overgrown weeds. The crumbling walls gave the impression that the area had been 

abandoned for ages. One day, to our terror, we found some used needles laying amidst the 

shabby greenery, invisible and able to pierce the common light-weight shoes the children 

wear. 

I would say that the city authority should encourage local people or voluntary groups to tidy 

up the park and hire more care-takers to make it a safer and more attractive playground for 

children. Also, a certain amount of money is needed to install new restrooms and other 

safety-oriented upgrades like street lighting or warning signs. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• socialize: to meet and spend time with people in a friendly way 

• oasis: an area in the desert where there is water and where plants grow 

• roller coaster: a track at a fairground that goes up and down very steep slopes and that 

people ride on in a small train for fun and excitement 

• eagerly: in a way that shows great interest and excitement 

• crumble: break something into very small pieces 

• abandon: leave somebody with no intention of returning 

• for ages: for a long time 

• terror: extreme fear 

• amidst: among 

• shabby: in poor condition 

• greenery: green leaves and plants 

• invisible: cannot be seen 

• pierce: go through 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Are there many public places in Vietnam? 

 I guess there’s many public facilities in my country where people can enjoy themselves 

without paying any fees. In HCM city alone, we can find many parks and public libraries which 

serve the local people for free. I guess there is a budget from the government for this kind of 

thing, so let’s enjoy the free services we have. 

 

2. Do you like to exercise in the public places, such as parks? 

 I would say yes; since I am living in the city, parks are seemingly the only place where I can 

truly be a part of nature. In fact I have this very healthy habit of going jogging in the park every 

morning at 5:30.  
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3. Do older people or younger people prefer exercising in the public place? 

 I believe older people like going to the park more than younger people. While old people may 

consider parks as a good place to do some basic physical activity like going jogging or doing 

tai-chi, I think the young see it differently. Being relatively stronger and more flexible, gyms 

are a better option for young people. In fact, virtually none of my friends go to the park to 

exercise. 

 

4. What measures should governments and individuals take to keep public places clean? 

Among many available solutions, I believe the change in people’s awareness would play a key 

role in improving the cleanliness of public areas. For that reason, it is necessary for the 

government to carry out educational campaigns to encourage people to behave 

appropriately, such as putting garbage in the right place, or even organizing events where 

people gather to pick up litter in public parks or gardens.  
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43. Describe a good place where people go to swim. 

You should say: 

• What is this place? 

• Where is it situated? 

• Why is it so popular? 

Band 8 Sample 

To be completely honest with you, I am incredibly obsessed with swimming as it is a good way 

for me to enhance my stamina. So, for that reason, I would like to tell you about the Central 

Pool in District 4 which I often frequent at weekends.  

First, I would like to mention the dimension of this pool. As the name of it suggests, it is the 

biggest swimming pool in HCM city at 80m wide and 120m long. As well as that, it is divided 

into two areas, one for adults and the other for children.   

The pool is open 24 hours a day / 7 days a week. Next to it, there is also a giant restaurant 

specializing in Vietnamese and Japanese cuisine. It is a perfect place for people to unwind 

with a wide range of food after hours of training in the water. Not to mention, the staff and 

the lifeguards there work professionally and more importantly they are always on time, which 

gives swimmers including me a sense of respect and satisfaction. 

For all these reasons, this pool is always crowded at weekends, so people have to book tickets 

in advance if they want to have a chance to swim there. As for me, I even bought tickets for 

the whole year in order to freely gain access to the pool. If I had more spare time, I would 

definitely invite more friends to come with me so that all of us can work out together.  

 

Vocabulary highlights: 

• Stamina: the physical or mental strength that enables you to do something difficult for 

long periods of time 

• To unwind: to relax  
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44. Describe a book that you would like to read again. 

You should say: 

• Which book it is 

• Why you want to read it again 

• What is it about 

And explain why you want to read it again. 

Band 8 Sample 

To be completely honest with you, I have been incredibly engrossed in reading since I was 

knee-high to a grasshopper, so much so that I often buy books and articles to read every 

single day.  

Today, I really want to share with you the time I borrowed a very special book from my friend 

who is currently a finance analyst at the University of Economics.  The book is called “RICH 

DAD, POOR DAD”, written by Robert Kiyosaki.   

If my memory serves me right, I was a third year student at the time and was deeply depressed 

with my current financial situation and felt like I was stuck in the rat race. The reason for that 

is I was always broke, even though I had a part-time job at KFC.  

One day, after searching for a solution on the Internet, I came across a book with a very 

intriguing title “RICH DAD, POOR DAD”. and fortunately, that was the book that my close 

friend had. So, the following day, I immediately borrowed the book from him and read it from 

cover to cover. 

After digesting all of the ideas in the book, my mind seemed to be enlightened by the valuable 

lessons.  Gradually, I learnt how to save my money and more importantly, how to invest in 

myself effectively. Since then, I have been putting those lessons into practice on a daily basis 

with a firm belief that it is improving my life.  

For all these reasons, I just want to say thanks to my friend because without his book, I 

wouldn’t have become the mature person that I am today.  
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• To be engrossed in reading: to give all your attention to reading  

• To be knee-high to a grasshopper: very young and small 

• An intriguing title: a very interesting title 

• To read it from cover to cover: To read everything in it  
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45. An electronic machine you want to buy 

You should say: 

• What it is 

• When you know this machine 

• What specific features you want 

And explain why you want this machine. 

Band 8 Sample 

Today, I’m going to talk about the Aqua air-conditioner that I really want to own in the next 

few weeks. This air-conditioner is produced in Vietnam but under the supervision of a big 

Japanese company, so I guess the quality should be ok. I first noticed this piece of equipment 

about 2 weeks ago. At that time, I was watching a movie on the internet and an advert for 

this product came on the TV, and I was immediately impressed by its design and functions. I 

immediately made a decision to buy one, since it is summer and the weather is boiling right 

now. However, there is one major problem: I’m running short on money as I’ve just overspent 

my monthly budget on a bunch of clothes and the price of this air-conditioner is quite high. 

Maybe I’ll have to borrow some money from my mother and then reduce my budget for food 

in the next few days in order to purchase it. 

Talking about this AC in a bit more detail, it’s designed with the latest technology that 

minimizes the consumption of electricity that it uses. Besides that, it also has the auto-

adjusting function, which means that it can automatically modify the temperature inside the 

room in order to reduce the differences with the temperature outside. This is truly a valuable 

item for me to live with through the heat of the summer season. 
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46. Describe a toy that you received when you were a child 

You should say: 

• What the toy was. 

• Who gave it to you 

• How you used this. 

And explain how you felt when you got this toy 

Band 8 Sample 

Well, the first sentimental item that came to mind when I saw this topic was the stuffed 

animal named Marsupilami. This special toy was a birthday present. I can't remember exactly 

how old I was, but I was probably about 5 or 6. This toy was important to me because I longed 

for it and it was a gift from my parents. 

The toy was identical to the character in the cartoon I had watched. Therefore, I felt as if he 

had come from the movie. Marsupilami was a black-spotted yellow monkey-like creature with 

dog-like ears. The animals were characterized by an incredibly long, strong and flexible tail, 

used for almost any task. 

As a kid, this was a fascinating and exciting toy for me. In the beginning, I did not allow any of 

my cousins and friends to touch Marsupilami. Marsupilami used to sit proudly on my bed each 

and every day, and every night he "slept" next to my pillow. 

Thanks to the toy, I experienced a happy childhood. As the saying goes, "Teddy bears don't 

need hearts as they are already stuffed with love." This is also true for my beloved 

Marsupilami. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• sentimental item: the object whose value derives from personal or emotional 

associations rather than material worth 

• stuffed animal: a toy with an outer fabric sewn from a textile and then stuffed with a 

flexible material 

• long for: want very much 

• identical: exactly the same 

• character: a person or an animal in a book, play or film/movie 

• creature: a living thing 

• characterize: be typical of 

• incredibly: in a way that is very difficult to believe 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Why do children like to have toys in their lives? 

I think toys are the instruments that allow them to discover the world they live in, which is 

precisely why they interact with their surroundings through toys. Plus, toys provide plenty of 

enjoyment and happiness, both of which help build their skills. For example, toys promote 

children´s cognitive development by stimulating their concentration and memory skills and 

giving them the ability to solve problems creatively, which is key to their future autonomy. 

2. Do children like to play with toys or computer games nowadays? 

I think children nowadays prefer electronic games to toys. Electronic games with audio effects 

engage children for long hours, and most children are not allowed outside to play without 

supervision, which is the main reason they choose computers or other electronic games to 

fulfill their gaming spirit. Also, computer games give scores and levels to motivate children to 

play more and elevate to higher levels in the game. 

3. What can parents do if they can't afford a toy for their kids? 
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I think it is better to stand firm and don't give in to a child’s pestering. This is because latest 

toys can overstretch the family budget and many parents might feel under pressure to meet 

their children's demands. Therefore, cost is a consideration for most parents, and so is 

keeping limitations on how much they treat their children. 

4. Do girls and boys like the same toys? 

No, they don’t. In fact, boys tend to like “wheeled toys”, such as a wagon, or trucks or cars, 

and play with them in a masculine fashion, while girls have a preference for “plush toys” like 

Barbie dolls and play with them in a feminine way.  

5. What do you think the advantages and disadvantages of having too many toys at 

home? 

There are many advantages for children who have a lot of toys, but there are also some 

disadvantages. As for the advantages, children can develop visual sense and basic math skills. 

However, on the other hand, having too many toys can stop the development of their 

creativity, and they may not bother to play outside or engage in much physical activity. 
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47. Describe a piece of technology (not computer—related) you like to use 

You should say: 

• What the technology is 

• When it was invented 

• What it is used for 

• How you feel about it 

Band 8 Sample 

I consider myself a technophile, so it’s hard for me to live a day without using technological 

devices, especially my smartphone.  

It was a present from my parents to congratulate me on my high school graduation four years 

ago, and it has come in handy ever since. It was the latest Android phone at that time with 

lots of cool apps and functions, but no one has ever gave me proper instruction on how to 

use it. I had to resort to Google search to explore my phone and troubleshoot its problems 

when the screen suddenly went black or the application failed to run. My phone is with me 

most of the time and even though I know it’s not good for my eyesight, I can’t help but use it 

on a daily basis and for more than 6 hours a day. I can’t deny that this multifunctional device 

has a big influence on my life, both positively and negatively. I no longer need dictionaries, 

notebooks, a camera, a music player or a TV because now I can look up new words, take notes, 

capture photos, listen to music and watch films on the screen of my phone.  

In replacement of a heavy bulky laptop, my pocket-sized phone also allows me to create and 

edit documents on the move. On top of that, it saves me a lot of time and money going to 

stores thanks to online shopping and notifications of when there are special offers. However, 

the drawback is that I am somewhat overdependent on it. If my phone suddenly runs out of 

battery or I forget it at home when I am outside, I may feel vulnerable and lonely. This phone 

has helped me a lot with my work and study but I am thinking of reducing the time using it 

for my well-being. 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• Technophile: very interested or obsessed with technology. 

• Multifunctional: does many different things. 

• Pocket-sized: small enough to fit in your pocket. 

• Over dependent: too dependent on something; cannot work or live without it. 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do you like to use new technology? 

 To be honest, I am kind of a “low-tech” person. I mean I find it quite challenging to cope with 

anything related to new technology. I am still using my phone and laptop as indispensable 

items in work and study, but am only able to handle their very basic functions. You know, 

learning some new technological advances always takes me plenty of time and effort.  

2. Does technology deeply affect people's life? 

Of course, I believe the development of technology has changed human life dramatically. 

Most of aspects of life have been affected, from the way people communicate to human 

interaction, daily habits, work and study and so on.  While such technological advancements 

bring about benefits to support mankind better, their detrimental effects on certain aspects 

are undeniable.  

3. Is there any difference between technology in cities and in small towns? 

Well, due to a slower-paced lifestyle, the technology in small towns may be a lower standard 

and develop much slower than in megacities. Also, people in big cities may have easier and 

quicker access to the use of modern technology, such as computers and automatic machines 

while it may take much longer for those in the small towns to catch up with such 

developments.  

4. Do you agree that men are more obsessed with new technology than women? 

In my observation, I may say “yes”. Most men are curious and have passion in the discovery 

of the latest technology. They are often keen on looking for information about cutting-edge 

technology in the newspaper or on the Internet and then burst into excitement whenever 
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they get the chance to try them. Meanwhile, most women just regard technology as a tool to 

support their life.  

5. How to teach older generations to use new technology? 

 It is quite a hard mission I think, as elderly people are usually slower to acquire something 

new, let alone technology that is intrinsically complicated to learn. However, introducing 

them to the availability of some useful technological devices such as smartphones or laptops, 

and instructing them to use their basic functions like sending text messages or writing emails 

can be done without too much time or effort.  

6. Do you think that technology always has positive effects? 

 → Of course not, anything in this life has both pros and cons and so does technology. Besides 

the beneficial effects that it brings to mankind, the negative impacts are inevitable. Take 

smartphones and the internet as an example, they have somehow changed the way people 

interact with each other. I mean, many people nowadays are no longer interested in family 

conversations, because each of them has their phones that contain a whole world of joy and 

entertainment.  
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48. Describe something you made yourself. 

You should say: 

• What you made. 

• Why you make it. 

• How you make it. 

And explain how you felt about it. 

Band 8 Sample 

Now, I’m going to talk about a cake that I made on my mother’s birthday, which, to be honest, 

was not very successful. I first learnt how to make a cake 2 years ago after buying a cook book 

from a local book store. 

The cake that I made is called Tiramisu, which is a kind of traditional Italian cake. I first tried 

this cake quite a long time ago at a big restaurant in District 1 and I decided that it would be 

the perfect gift to surprise my mom with on her birthday. On the day that I made the cake, I 

got up quite early to buy the necessary ingredients from a supermarket. Everything seemed 

to be quite OK before I made a mistake in the process. When condensing the whipping cream, 

I used a porcelain bowl instead of the one made of stainless-steel shown in the instructions. 

As a result, the cream stayed in the liquid form and the whole cake turned into a big mess. 

Right after that, my mom got home and noticed what I was doing. You know, I expected that 

she would yell at me for the mess I created, but she smiled and said that she was very happy 

when seeing my attempt to make her a birthday present by myself. 

I then cleaned up the kitchen and bought her a new dress to compensate for the cake that I 

ruined. We actually enjoyed the birthday party a lot, and in the future I hope that I’ll be able 

to successfully make that kind of cake for her on another birthday. 
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49. Describe a film that you did not enjoy. 

You should say: 

• What the film was 

• When you watched it 

• Who you watched it with 

And explain why you did not enjoy this film 

Band 8 Sample 

I am going to be talking about the worst movie that I have watched in my entire life. Its name 

is “Deadpool”.  

It was a sunny Friday morning a year ago when my bestie and I had nothing to do but to 

wander around the city with no specific direction. Suddenly I caught sight of the movie poster 

for “Deadpool” when we were waiting for the traffic light at the intersection. And as you may 

probably guess, we were in the cinema, just 15 minutes after that, with our box of popcorn, 

ready to enjoy the movie. But in fact, it was one of the worst decisions that I have ever made. 

The main character is a man whose superhuman ability was activated after being injected 

with a serum to cure his cancer, the movie was full of violence with a lot extreme fighting 

scenes, blood, gruesome torture scenes and an excessive use of bad language. While others, 

including my friend, were applauding in excitement, I found myself suffering from a splitting 

headache. In fact, I was about to leave when it was about one-third of the way through the 

movie, but as my friend kept insisting me to stay, I remained seated, wishing the time would 

fly faster.  

I supposed Deadpool was not that bad as many youngsters were still fascinated by it, and 

more importantly it became a success and won many awards. However, it is simply because 

the movie is not my taste and the inhumanity, even to bad people, is something I couldn’t 

stand. My friend told me its sequel would be released soon, but to me once was enough for 

my suffering. 

Thank you for your listening  
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• Bestie: a best friend 

• To catch sight of: to suddenly notice  

• Gruesome: very unpleasant and filling you with horror, usually because it is connected 

with death or injury 

•  Torture: the act of causing somebody severe pain in order to punish them or make them 

say or do something 

• Splitting headache: a very bad headache 

• Inhumanity: cruel behaviour or treatment 

• Sequel: a movie that continues the story of an earlier one 

 

IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. What kinds of films do children (i.e., people aged 4 to 12) like to watch? 

Cartoons, definitely. It is because cartoons are full of animation and color, so they grab 

children’s attention very easily. In fact, it is quite natural for a young mind to be more 

attracted to the fantasy world rather than the reality that they may have no idea about. On 

top of that, the fast-paced action in cartoons also brings children visual pleasure, that’s why 

they can enjoy watching cartoons for hours without getting tired of them. 

2. What is the difference between watching movies at home and at a cinema? 

There are a lot, I guess. One of which would be related to the sense of comfort. I mean 

watching a movie at home can be more relaxing as you are free to eat, drink or make loud 

noises as you wish without worrying about bothering others like in the cinema. However, 

when it comes to the quality of the movie itself, the cinema is definitely a better place as it 

offers a big screen with lively sound effects, which helps audiences enjoy the movie to the 

utmost.  

3. To what extent do films influence a country's culture?  
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From my observation, it can be the fashion in films that partly influences what people 

wear.  As a matter of fact, after certain films are released, the national fashion trends are 

updated with some new items or the style of some traditional costume is modified. Take “Co 

Ba Sai Gon”- a Vietnamese movie as an example, just a short time after the movie was 

released at the cinema, the traditional “Ao Dai” with vintage patterns become so prevalent 

among the youth.  

4. Why do some film actors become famous? 

To me it can be either their talent or their scandals, or both. A lot of young talents have started 

to emerge after their movies, and audiences admire their excellent performance or just simply 

love their characters in their films. But a group of actors are also well-known across the movie 

industry for scandalous affairs which are constantly updated in the press, and in fact, many 

young stars have decided to make their fame this way.  

5. Do you prefer to watch a movie at home or at a cinema? 

Well, at home, for sure. To me, nothing is better than gathering with my siblings around the 

computer screen and enjoying a really scary horror film. I find that a much cozier feeling 

compared to watching movies at the cinema with a bunch of strangers. On top of that, 

watching at home saves me a lot of time travelling, and money for buying the tickets too. 

6. Do people of different ages in your country watch different kinds of movies? 

Yes, they have different tastes. People usually prefer to watch movies that best suit with the 

characteristics of people their age. For example, while most young people are crazy about 

fantasy movies as they enable them to immerse themselves in discovery and adventure, the 

older people may be into soap operas that feature emotional relationships and drama.  

7. Do you ever learn anything from watching a film? 

Yes, many of them have made me think about life. Some have brought a meaningful message 

about human relationships and ways of behaving in society, while others, like action films, 

have taught me to be more cautious about things around me and how to foster my bravery 

in dangerous situations. 

8. What about children - what impact do films have on children? 
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It depends on the type of films children watch. With some films that are suitable for their age, 

it does no harm, but when it comes to films with violent content, children may get affected 

in a negative way. They tend to be more aggressive and imitate what they see in the films and 

apply it into real life. So, it is necessary for parents to have control over the films that their 

children have an access to. 

9. Do you think films have much influence on young people? 

Sure and it can be both positive and negative, depending on the films they watch. While some 

can leave an important message about social relationships or highlight positive human 

qualities, others may undermine their belief about life. Also, the language in films can affect 

the way they speak to others. 
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50. Describe your favorite flower. 

You should say: 

• What it is 

• Where it is grown 

• If it is common in your country 

And explain why it is your favorite flower. 

Band 8 Sample 

Today I’m going to talk about one of the most popular kinds of flower in the whole world and 

also my favorite one, which is the rose. I first learned about this beautiful flower over 20 years 

ago when my mother told me about it. 

With regards to its appearance, roses are a kind of small flower that can be found in almost 

all markets and supermarkets around the whole world. Usually, the roots of old rose bushes 

would dig very deep into the ground. The rose stem is small and thin but quite hard to break. 

From this part, a number of leaves grow as the plant starts to reach its maturity. In addition 

to this, touching the stem of roses can be quite painful sometimes as many rose species have 

sharp thorns on their body as a tool to protect them from predators. On top of this plant lies 

a part called the petal, from which the bud would rise and then turn into a very beautiful 

flower when the blooming season arrives.  

In the past, most roses around the world were only red, but now, thanks to the development 

of agricultural technology, people have been able to create roses in a wide range of colors, 

such as purple, yellow, white and so on. As I mentioned above, this flower is a common 

favorite on a global scale since it has always been considered as the symbol of love. Besides 

that, roses have also been mentioned in several literary works, songs and movies. 

As for myself, I usually give roses as a kind of gift for the people I love on some special days 

like their birthdays. Also, I have planted some roses in my garden and hope that in the future, 

I’ll be able to start my own business selling these flowers. 
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51. Describe an advertisement that you saw or heard or liked 

You should say: 

• Where you saw or heard it 

• What kind of advertisement it was 

• What the content of the advertisement was (or, what product /service was 

advertised) 

And explain how you felt about this advertisement/ why you liked it. 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to tell you about my all-time favorite advert for the paint product - Dulux Easy 

Clean. It was many years ago when I watched this advert for the first time in the commercial 

break on TV and I have been in love with it ever since.  

The advert starts with many children messing the walls of their house with color, mud and 

powder and enjoying their world of fun and creation. Then the drama begins when their mom 

comes back home after a hard day at work. When just as she enters the front door, she comes 

to realize that her baby son is having fun with his crayons and doodling on the newly-painted 

wall. Unlike what viewers might guess what happens, the mom looks at her son, who is acting 

completely innocently, and gives him a big smile. Because the walls are painted with Dulux 

Easy Clean, all types of dirt can be removed very easily. The advert then ends with a slogan 

that could be interpreted in two ways; with Dulux Easy Clean, forgiveness is easy, or, with 

Dulux Easy Clean, erasing stains is no problem.  

I am so fascinated by this ad for a number of reasons. First, it featured children acting typically 

– playful, mischievous and innocent, which I find super cute. In fact, I can’t take my eyes off 

the TV screen whenever this advert comes on, with the appearance of these little angels. Also, 

the song played in the advert was “I’m sorry” that amazingly matched the content and the 

acting of the kids. On top of that, it is the catchy slogan that left viewers with the deepest 

impression and I believe the marketing team was successful in bringing brand awareness to 

their potential customers. 

Thank you for listening 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• Commercial break: an interruption in a radio or television program for the broadcasting 

of advertisements  

• Doodle: a line, shape, etc. that you have drawn when you are bored or thinking about 

something else 

• Stain: a dirty mark on something, that is difficult to remove 

• Mischievous: enjoying playing tricks and annoying people 

• Brand awareness: the extent to which consumers are familiar with the distinctive 

qualities or image of a particular brand of goods or services. 
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52. Describe an important letter you received 

You should say: 

• When you received it 

• Who sent it 

• What it was about 

• Why it was important to you 

Band 8 Sample 

I would like to talk about an important letter from one of my besties living in the US.  

It was a Sunday morning in May 2 years ago when the postman came to my house and 

delivered the letter to me. At first I thought it was a mistake as I couldn’t think of any of my 

friends or relatives who still used this outdated means of communication. But then I could 

not believe my eyes to realize that it was Mia - my best friend from high school who sent me 

the letter.  In fact, we had lost contact for more than a decade since her family moved to the 

US for a new life, and despite my every endeavor to find her on social networking sites; I have 

always ended up finding different people with the same name. 

I immediately felt blissful, nervously reading her letter.  She was exactly like the Mia that I 

knew years ago. She was still treating me with tender loving care, asking me so many 

questions that I was just a bit overwhelmed. It was also her sense of humor in every single 

thing she mentioned that could not be hidden. She didn’t forget to tell me what had happened 

to her over the past 12 years, and I was so happy to know that she was also pursuing a 

teaching career just like me.  

Mia’s letter was the longest letter I have read in my entire life, and it was so meaningful to 

me. I had never thought that I would have such a wonderful chance to reconnect with my 

soul-mate, who I trusted so much, after such a long time. It gave us the chance to be 

connected again, and to gossip about everything in life and to remind each other about the 

beautiful old days.  

Thank you for listening 
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Vocabulary highlights: 

• Endeavor: an attempt to do something, especially something new or difficult 

• Blissful: extreme happiness 

• Tender loving care: considerate and kindly care 
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53. Describe a comedy TV series that you watch. 

You should say: 

• What TV series is it? 

• Who are the main characters there? 

• Describe an interesting event from the series. 

Band 8 Sample 

I’m going to talk about “Who wants to be a millionaire”, one of my favorite TV shows ever. 

As far as I can remember, it was originally a UK TV Game Show, and it made its first debut in 

Vietnam around 10 years ago. 

This was kind of a quiz show in which contestants have to go through a set of 15 questions 

with increasing difficulty. The first 5 questions are pretty silly really, and they always give me 

and my family a good laugh. Contestants are given 4 lifelines to aid them with difficult 

questions, and most of them are usually used up when the contestant reaches around 

question 7 or 8. The entire show is a sea of knowledge. Many questions from different fields 

are asked, ranging from trivial things like ingredients needed to make cookies to academic 

stuff like quantum physics and archeology.  

You know, I’m quite a curious man, so back when I was a high school kid, I hardly missed an 

episode. When the Internet became available in Vietnam, I started to watch the UK and US 

version as well, and knowledge acquired from those shows were really helpful to me in many 

of my high school knowledge quizzes. 

 

Vocabulary highlights:  

• Debut: The first public appearance of something  

• Give somebody a good laugh: Make someone laugh in excitement  

• A sea of knowledge: a lot of knowledge    
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IELTS Speaking Part 3: 

1. Do young people like to watch TV nowadays? 

I would say no. The Internet is a much better option; everything from films and TV series to 

music is available on the Net, some of which are free of charge (or at least in Vietnam I think). 

Young people, with their smartphones in hand, no longer feel the need to watch TV. 

2. What kind of TV programs do young people like? 

Mostly soap operas, I believe. More women watch TV than men do, and romances are their 

favorites. Also, cartoons are popular among kids, and students in Vietnam also love quiz 

shows. 

3. Do you think TV will be replaced by computers? 

Yes, it’s very likely. I can see that coming really. The Internet has been a much better option; 

everything from films and TV series’ to music is available on the Net, some of which are free 

of charge (or at least in Vietnam I think). Young people, with their smartphones in hand, no 

longer feel the need to watch TV. I would call it the “natural” selection of technology. 

4. What do you think about TV advertisements? 

TV commercials help us to know about stuff we need to buy, so I think it’s pretty useful. 

However, at times it can be very annoying when it interrupts our favorite shows. 
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