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The tradition that family gets together to eat meals is
disappearing. What are the reasons? What are the impacts
on families and societies?

MODEL ESSAY 
It is true that modem families do not have meals together as often as in the
past. Reasons for this vary, and there are several impacts on both
households and the community as a whole.

Family members today rarely eat meals together because of several causes.
The  hectic work schedule is often considered the main reason why
individuals now tend to resort to prepared meals to save time for work.
As such, the tradition that parents came back from work to cook lunch for
children is no longer preferable in many countries, and this also explains
why the fast food industry is developing fast in this country.
Another contributing factor is that culinary skills are no longer passed
on to younger generations. Food outlets and restaurants today offer a
wide range of food choices that can satisfy even fussy eaters, meaning
that cooking is not necessarily a skill that young people need to learn to
cook for the family.

The gradual disappearance of family meals has several effects. Firstly,
having meals with family members is a great chance for them to bond
with each other, so parents have less time to talk with their children, and
spouses also lose an opportunity to share daily stories. On the social
level, some traditions may be lost as a result of people eating out too
often. Family values might not be appreciated when people do not feel
the need to come back home after work for a meal. On special occasions
such as New Year Eve, family feasts serve as an important event, and it is
regretful that this tradition is gradually disappearing.

In conclusion, various factors are attributable to the disappearance of
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family meals. This has several damaging effects on both families and
societies.
298 words 
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IELTS Speaking Test in the US – July 2018 &
Model Answers with Audio
Part 1

What’s your full name?
Can I see your ID?

Where are you from? I’m from Cusco, Peru, located among the Andes
Mountain Range near one of the wonders of the world, Machu Picchu!

How far is it far from here?
Wow! I don’t even know the number of kilometers, but it’s quite a hike
(very far) there. It’s located in South America. It shares borders with
Chile, Ecuador,  Colombia, and Bolivia.

Please describe your hometown a little? Where do I begin? My hometown
is marvelous. It was the heart of (the center of) the Inca Empire, and is
home many ancient Inca ruins, especially Machu Picchu. It lies at 3,100
meters up in the mountains. You can do a lot of trekking, site seeing, visit
incredible natural landscapes, etc. It’s a perfect mixture of the ancient and
modern world.

How long have you been living there? I was born and raised in Cusco. I’ve
lived there for  my entire life, except for when I went to Lima, the capital
city, to study my Bachelor’s Degree. After that, I needed to escape
the hustle and bustle (noise from a big city)and come back to my lovely
town.

What do you like (most) about your hometown?
I love that it’s a mix between the ancient and modern world. Furthermore,
I like the mix of the indigenous (native people) and Spanish influence.
Sometimes it feels like I’m walking in the shoes of the Incas. Furthermore,
there is definitely a warm, friendly feel to the town which makes it a
pleasant place to live.

Would you like to live there in the future?
Although my city is magical, I would consider moving somewhere else in
the world. I think sometimes people become too accustomed to (used
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to) their daily routine. So, perhaps when and if I have a family, I would
consider moving to another country in South America or to Spain. It would
be our adventure!

What is your job?
I’m the founder and project manager for a volunteer organization called
Corazon de Apus. We find local children living in poverty or with difficult
family situations and bring them to a safe place after school where they
can learn English with the volunteers from Western countries, get
homework help, and simply play and escape their problems. We also pitch
in (everyone gives some money) to provide them with school supplies,
dental care,  and uniforms.

How long have you been doing your job? This is my 4th year on the job.
Actually, at university I studied Finance, but I realized a 9-5 isn’t for me. I
knew I needed to do a job that helps those in need. However, my finance
skills do come in handy (are useful) in this job!

How was your first day at work?
I felt a little overwhelmed with all the volunteers coming to me asking all
the ins and outs (all the details), but very excited at the same time. All of
the stress was worth it when I saw the smiles of the children. Actually,
they tackled me (to jump on and push to the ground) to ground with
hugs!

Do you prefer part time or full time job? Why? Well, of course I would
rather have a part-time job! If I had a part-time job, I would invest the rest
of my time to do the things that truly interest me, such as yoga, meditation,
see family and friends, etc. I’m sure we would all feel happier if we were
able to do this. Unfortunately, the problem is the money though!

Do you do any physical exercise? You could call me a couch potato (a
lazy person who sits on the sofa a lot. “Couch” is another word for
sofa). I’m naturally thin without any exercise, so I’m quite lazy when it
comes to exercise. I do go for mountain hikes, but I should definitely do
more to gain muscle.

Do young people in your country like to do exercise? Gyms are not very
popular in my country because of the cost, but I would say that people get
their fair share of exercise everyday because of the hills in the city. Many
people climb a mountain to their home every single day! I used to live in a
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house that was unreachable by car and a total of 200 stairs to get there!
Do you think people are keen on doing physical activity? Why? Well, I
think they are quite accustomed to it. I don’t think they would be too keen
on going to the gym, but they really enjoy going on mountain hikes. Since
our religion is based upon the Mother Earth and the Mountain Gods, these
treks are a spiritual journey.
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Part 2

Describe a comic actor who is popular in your country
Who the actor is
How you know him/her
What kind of person he/she is
and explain why he/she is popular in your country
Model Answer 

I would like to tell you about a silly,  versatile (can do many different
things) actor from my country called Jim Carrey. He’s an American actor. 
I first saw him in the movie “Dumb and Dumber” when I was about 8
years old. I thought the faces he made were really hilarious. Since then, I
started following his movies. What I like about him is that he can nail (to
do a good job) both a serious and comedy role in movies. In real life, I
hear he leads a hippy sort of life. He discusses the universe a lot and says
that he wants a simple life opposed to the luxurious life he could have. I’ve
seen recent photos of him with a long, unkept gray beard. This makes him
appeal to me even more because he’s not the average star.  He’s popular
for all of his hit films, and especially his over-the-top (crazy) faces and
voices he is able to do. I think others also appreciate that he can make
you crack up (laugh a lot) laughing in one film, then make burst into
tears (to start to cry a lot) in the next.
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Part 3

Why do some youngsters try to copy film stars? Is it good or bad?

I guess we assume that what the media portrays is what we should be. As
youngsters are quite impressionable and unsure of their identity in most
cases, they latch on to these stars to try to be someone. I think it’s a bad
thing, but also normal for young people. However, if older people try to do
this, I feel sorry for them because they must not be comfortable in their
own shoes (with who they are).

Are famous personalities rich in your country?

Way too rich! Those in the entertainment industry are among the richest in
the country, better yet in the world. Furthermore, the athletes are
incredibly rich. Kudos to them (kudos= to congratulate or respect) for
their talents, but also sometimes this makes me feel a bit ill because there
are other professions that are poorly paid, such as teachers, which really
deserve more. This doesn’t make sense to me.

Do you think they spend their money wisely?

I guess this depends on the individual. I know that some famous people,
like Bill Gates for example, are huge philanthropists (people who help
humanity). He invests money to disadvantaged (poor and/or
unlucky) countries so that they can get vaccines for preventable diseases.
However, I’ve heard that some celebrities such as Justin Bieber, throw
away every outfit after they wear it once which is just plain (is
simply) wasteful and sinful. So, I would say that most famous people
probably spend some of their money on unnecessary luxuries, but many
also donate to charities.

What is difference between film stars in the past and film stars
nowadays?

In my opinion, I felt like stars in the past were famous because of their
talent, like acting or singing. Nowadays, it seems like people get fame
from their over the top reality show personalities or just simply by their
business tactics of getting their name out there, like the Kardashians.
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Furthermore, I think stars in the past were more glamorous and reserved,
like the images of Marilyn Monroe.

Do you think film stars have the right to privacy?

Of course! I think all people deserve privacy. At the end of the day,
celebrities are humans like us. They have feelings and private affairs too,
so I don’t think that the paparazzi has the right to infringe upon (not
follow) this. Of course stars have chosen this path, so they must accept that
some matters in their life will be publicly shared. However, I don’t think
each and every one of their moves should be snapshotted. I can imagine
that this must be one of the biggest downfalls (disadvantages) of being
famous! You can’t even go to a private beach villa without someone
following you.

www.ztcprep.com

https://tlgrm.in/ieltsmatters
https://www.instagram.com/ielts_matters/


Nowadays, large shopping centers and
supermarkets are more common than small local
shops. Is this a negative or positive development?

MODEL ESSAY
Supermarkets and shopping centers have  gained immense popularity 
over the past few decades due to a range of conveniences they offer. I
firmly believe this phenomenon is a positive one.

To begin with,  shopping malls  and supermarkets  provide consumers
with  a wide range of goods and products. This is particularly convenient
to shoppers as they can compare between various brands before purchasing
items that best suit their needs, while this satisfaction can hardly be
achieved when they shop at smaller stores.  Shopping in big complexes 
could also  act as an  efficient time-saver  for busy modern shoppers as
they could obtain almost everything they need under one roof and benefit
from a lower chance of low stock.

Furthermore, the quality of products in supermarkets and shopping malls is
trustworthy and  superior to those from traditional outlets. It is a given
fact that these giant stores only go into partnership with the suppliers
who can provide products of  premium quality  and  at a reasonable
price. This requires manufacturers to  make every effort  to  innovate
their production lines  and  enhance their product quality in order
to compete against other rivals to attract more customers. This would
then benefit the end users.

Last but not least, large shopping center  accommodates various service-
oriented features and activities other than merely  retailing goods. To be
more specific, consumers can enjoy children’s playground, virtual reality
games or movies in incorporated cineplexes. This would result in
a satisfying shopping experience, thus obtaining an increase in
returning visits.

To conclude, since supermarkets offer shoppers with reasonably-priced
and high quality products with wonderful experiences, I believe
the prevalence of supermarkets is a positive development. By IELTS
Corner  
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IELTS Podcast 1: Recent IELTS Speaking Test in
Canada – July 2018 & Model Answers with Audio
IELTS Speaking Part One:

– What is your full name?
– Can I see your ID?
– Where are you from?
– Do you work or study?

Do you use a dictionary?

Yes, I use a dictionary, but usually an online one. As the world is
becoming more technologically advanced, I think it’s more convenient to
use an online dictionary rather than a paper book. However, when I do not
have access to the internet, a dictionary is still very useful.  I think it is
important to check a dictionary instead of use a translator to search for
new words, considering sometimes google translate is incorrect. I could
not live without a dictionary!

Which kinds of dictionaries do you prefer to use?

Firstly, I prefer to use an online dictionary for convenience. I’m a fan of
one online dictionary called Word Reference because it shows you many
different instances to use the word. For example, it shows all meanings of
that particular word, and shows you phrases with that word as well. I think
this is incredibly important as many English words have several meanings.
Also, you can check the thesaurus to see synonyms. Word Reference gives
you the whole picture!

Do you think a dictionary is useful?

Yes, of course dictionaries are useful. Many times people only look up the
translation of the word into their own mother tongue, but I think this is
sometimes ineffective. There are some words that simply do not have a
translation! I believe it’s better to look up the word in other words in the
target language, as well as see examples of how the word is used. I believe
after doing this, you are more likely to use the world correctly in real life.

If someone gave you a dictionary as a gift, how would you feel?
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To be honest, I would be happy if someone gave me a dictionary as a gift
as I appreciate all gifts, but I have to say that I would prefer another gift.
Sure, a dictionary is useful and could help me learn new things, but I
would prefer new clothes, for example. If someone gave me new clothes, I
would be jumping with joy because I’m a student and I don’t have much
money to spend on clothes. Furthermore, I’m really into fashion!  If
someone gave me a dictionary, I would be grateful, but perhaps not as
excited as I would be for new clothes.

Do you think it would be interesting to be part of a team that
is writing a dictionary?

To be honest, I don’t think it would be interesting to be part of a dictionary
writing team. As I’m a teacher, I would not be interested in this type of
work. Firstly, I think it would be boring to sit down all day writing!
Secondly. I would dislike this type of work because I am a very creative,
hands-on type of person. I feel a lot of joy when I create interesting lessons
for students and then do this lesson with them in person and have fun!
Dictionary writing is certainly not for me!
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IELTS Speaking Part Two:

Describe your favorite song. You should say:
What this song is about
When you listened to this song for the first time
How often you listen to this song
And explain why you think it is your favorite  

Band 9 Sample Answer

My favorite song is “Fast Car” by Tracy Chapman. This song is about the
“American Dream” that is sought after by many people.  The
singer recounts her childhood struggles, such as her father’s drinking
and working day in and day out at a convenience store for little money.
At the end of the song, she escapes her family problems and she and her
boyfriend go into the city to seek a better life, and perhaps achieve the
American Dream they they’ve been hoping for. I listened to this song for
the first time in the 90’s when I was a child; it takes me on a ride back to
the good old days. The funny thing is that the first time I heard it, I
thought it was a man singing because the woman has a very deep voice!
However, I think the depth of her voice adds to this catchy song.
Nowadays, I listen to this song about once a week. I think this song is my
favorite because of the singer’s voice, and the story is just so captivating.
When I listen to this song, I can put myself in her shoes and imagine the
hardships she has been through. At the end of the song, I feel hopeful
that they will find the better life that they are seeking. This song
is timeless!
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IELTS Speaking Part Three:

Why do you think that some local singers or musicians aren’t as
successful as some from other countries?

I think that fame is sometimes simply the luck of the draw. I think those
born in United States or other developed countries who play a large role in
pop culture are the ones who find success more easily. I think it’s unfair
that some are born with privileges that will eventually lead them to fame
and wealth. For example, as you see, many famous singers are those who
were already born rich or with famous parents. Sadly, it’s all about who
you know!

Do you think the Internet has affected the music industry? In what
ways?

I definitely agree that internet has greatly affected the music industry. For
one, I’m sure that some artists have lost money due to illegal internet
downloads. Secondly, now artists are exposed to the world much more
easily. In this cyber era, we have so much information at the click of a
mouse. I’m sure that it is much easier to get your name out there
nowadays. I wonder if the famous will become even more famous!

Do you think there will be further changes in the music industry in the
future?

As with all things, I believe that the music industry will definitely continue
to change. I see that nowadays music is relying more on electronic devices
rather than human hands, like in the olden days. I think that nowadays
someone doesn’t even need to pick up an instrument to be a musician. I
firmly believe that the music industry will become more reliant on
technology.

Do you think the music young people listen to in your country is
becoming more globalized? Why/Why not?

My answer is a definite yes. Nowadays, young people are jamming out to
American hits as well as Kpop. American hits have always been
globalizing, and continue to globalize at an incredible rate. I think that
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almost every person can sing along to many American hits! Furthermore,
Kpop is becoming a phenomenon for teens around Asia, and perhaps will
continue to reach hearts around the globe.
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IELTS Speaking Part 1

What is your full name?
My name is Siobhan Bridget O’Connell
What’s the origin of your name?

My parents decided on my name before I was born. My family is Irish and
my name is a traditional Irish name. My middle name, Bridget, was the
name of my deceased grandmother. The middle name Harry was the name
of my grandfather, also recently deceased. I think it’s quite nice that my
name continues my family’s Irish heritage and that my grandparents’
names were picked by my parents to be a part of my name, whichever sex
I had turned out to be.

Do you think your name is special?

Yes, I do think that my name is special, mostly because of the reasons I
gave in answer to the last question. My name is pretty unique to Ireland; I
haven’t met anybody who has this name who doesn’t also have Irish
family roots. I think that it forms part of my cultural identity and I like that
I do not hear the name often when I am meeting people from outside of
Ireland. Once I have introduced myself to someone, it always sparks a
second question such as ‘where does that name come from?’. It’s a very
easy conversation starter.

Do you like your name?

Actually, I never used to like my name when I was a child. It wasn’t until
much later – when I was around 15 or 16 – that I started to be proud of my
unique name and it’s heritage. Since then, I have worn my name with
pride. I think that your name is a gift from your parents and it is a gift that
you will carry with you for life; even when you are no longer alive on
earth, people will remember you by this name and it will be part of your
legacy.

Did you use to have a nickname when you were a child?

Yes, my family called me ‘Bridie’, a play on the name ‘Bridget’. Unlike
the nickname given to me by my friends, I adore this nickname. Part of the
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reason being that my grandmother was called ‘Bridie’ by her friends when
she was growing up. Although she is no longer with us, she was a woman I
respected enormously and had a deep connection with as a child. I like that
I can continue to share this with her, even after her death. I also think that I
can continue to advance my career as a professional woman whilst being
called this name publicly by those who know me well.

Do you live in a house or an apartment?

For the past 21 years I have lived in a house with my family. And I think if
I can move out and start making a living on my own, I would try my best
to have an independent place where I can plan and design a house layout
to suit myself since sharing a room or a flat with strangers sounds
so troublesome to me.

Which part of your home do you like the most?

It’s the dining room where my family spends our time together.  Not only
lunch or dinner but all our family reunions take place in the dining room
where we can enjoy a harmonious atmosphere. We always try to keep the
family dinner as something we cannot go a day without, since for us it’s
the family bonding that lies behind.
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IELTS Speaking Part 2
Describe a city where you want to live or work 
You should say:
– Where it is 
– What the city is famous for
– Why you would like to live there
 

Sample Answer

I would like to tell you about Tokyo, the city I want to live the most in the
future. It is the capital city of Japan and is the most populous metropolitan
area in the world.

The most important reason I wish to settle down in Tokyo is the co-
existence of modern and traditional values. It’s the kind of city where the
red gates of a centuries-old Shinto shrine may well be found just next door
to a glass skyscraper showcasing the finest 21st century technology. Or
where a quiet green lane lined with wooden low-rise houses and an old
school tofu shop might sit just a short stroll from a neon-lit square packed
with flickering billboards and rainbow-bright street fashion.

The hectic life in Tokyo is also an irresistible attraction for young people.
Tokyo’s railway system seems like it was designed to win world records.
It’s rare to find a location in the metropolitan area that can’t be reached
with a train ride and a short walk. It is also common knowledge that you
could spend hours drooling over the elaborate pastries and picture-perfect
sushi rolls in a department store.

I feel that the city is moving toward the future. I believe Tokyo will
become a city that is full of surprises.

Vocabulary highlights:
• metropolitan: connected with a large or capital city
• settle down: start to have a quieter way of life
• co-existence: the state of being together in the same place at the same
time
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• shrine: a place where people come to worship
• showcase: present
• a short stroll from: not far from
• flicker: keep going on and off as it shines or burns
• hectic: full of activity
• irresistible: cannot be stopped or resisted
• drool: let saliva come out of your mouth
• elaborate: carefully prepared
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IELTS Speaking Part 3
What are the advantages of working abroad?
There are numerous benefits I can think of. Firstly, people have a great
chance to improve their use of a foreign language. Working in countries
like England or the US, for example helps them practice their English on
on a daily basis, which eventually results in the a better level of confidence
and activeness in their English communication skills. Also, people have
ample chance to broaden their horizons by learning about the progress of
other countries, such as management systems or technological
advancements, right in their workplace, which not only provides them with
knowledge but gives them a chance to accumulate a lot of good skills and
experience.

What are the disadvantages of living in a foreign country?
There are many but I would like to focus on two that I believe are the
biggest. One of the drawbacks relates to culture shock. You know,
differences in working manner or working culture may result in
employees’ reluctance in processing their tasks, not to mention the
difficulties in understanding others with a foreign language. Secondly,
working in a foreign country can also be a challenge of one’s
independence. In fact, a number of people have not been able to stay in a
foreign country for the long term just because they cannot suffer the
loneliness.
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IELTS Speaking Test  Part 1

– What is your full name?
– What should I call you?
– Can I see your ID?
– Where are you from?

– Do you like music?
So far I haven’t met anyone who dislikes listening to music. However,
when the workload is too heavy that requires me to stay highly focused,
music is a huge distraction. Unlike many people who like listening to
instrumental music because it highly benefits for their concentration and
study, in my case the music makes me feel instantly sleepy.

Workload (n) the amount of work that person has to do
Distraction (n) something that gets your attention and prevents you from
concentrating on something else
– What kind of music do you like?

My music taste varies widely from West to East and from the 90s to
modern EDM. But if Korean pop is considered as a kind of music, then
yeah, that’s my favorite of all time. More than half of my playlists are
Korean songs and I always keep myself updated with the news related to
Korean showbiz.

To keep updated (v) to follow a celebrity by frequently reading news
about them
– Were you listening to music when you were younger?

Since my parents are  music-lovers and they also have very good tastes, I
was exposed to the old kinds of music at a very young age. Sometimes my
mom sang me to sleep with her lullabies. Although I can’t get the
message at that time, my mom said that I buoyed up when listening to
them.

Bouyed up (adj) feel cheerful
– How often do you use your dictionary?
As an English learner, I use dictionaries to look up new words regularly.
Without them, it would be really hard for me to write a complete IELTS
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essay or understand an English article.
– Do you like paper dictionary or electronic dictionary?
E-dictionary, absolutely. It’s very convenient and portable. I can use my
smartphone and look up new words whenever and wherever I want
without having to carry a heavy book with me all the time.
– What kinds of dictionaries have you used before?

I’ve used quite a lot of dictionaries; but 3 dictionaries that I  make use
of the most are Cambridge Dictionary, Collocation dictionary, and
Thesaurus dictionary. All of them are absolutely necessary for any English
learner, I believe.
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Part 2

Describe your favourite season. You should say:

• What the weather is like
• Why you like this season
• What activities you usually do during this season
• How different kinds of weather in this season affect people

 
Model Answers: 

Today, I am going to tell you about my favourite season. Honestly, I love
all the seasons but I think my favourite is spring. Usually, it starts at the
end of December in our country and lasts till the middle of March.

The weather in my country is the best during spring because you will not
suffer from the  excessive heat of summer or the freezing wind of winter.
The temperature is tolerable both day and night. One of the best things
about spring is that, during this poetic season, nature displays itself in
beautiful green and flowers are noticed everywhere. Fruit trees are in full
blossom, and colourful flowers such as daffodils and marigolds bloom in
parks and gardens. The sounds of spring are wonderful too. A typical
spring day will begin when some birds start their morning chorus as they
look for a mate. We also celebrate New Year, one of the most anticipated
holidays by people. This is an occasion for pilgrimages, family reunions
and many festivals. Parties full of palatable traditional dishes are the main
theme for the whole holiday of New Year Eve.

I am of the opinion that different kinds of weather can  affect people’s
health. Even among those in the prime of health, an excessively hot or
cold day can lead to illness or injury, let alone the elderly, who can be
more susceptible to extreme weather conditions. Weather can also make a
huge impact on people’s lives. Obviously, the weather dictates what you
are going to wear for the day, often depending on the time of year. Also,
winter snow storms in Western countries can cancel school or make your
morning commute a hassle.

By Zim
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Vocabulary highlights:
• suffer from: be badly affected by
• excessive: greater than what seems reasonable or appropriate
• tolerable: moderate, acceptable
• in full blossom: with the flowers fully open
• morning chorus: early morning bird songs
• pilgrimage: a journey to a holy place for religious reasons
• in the prime of: in the best, most successful, most productive stage
• susceptible: very likely to be influenced, harmed or affected
• dictate: decide, determine
• hassle: irritating inconvenience
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Part 3

– Do you think people should go on holidays? Is it beneficial?
– Do you think companies would benefit if the employees were to take
long holidays?
– Do you think people should spend more on holidays?
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IELTS Writing Task 2 Topic: Art & Technology 

In today’s world of advanced science and technology, we still
greatly value our artists such as musicians, painters and
writers. What can arts tell us about life that science and
technology cannot?
Band 8+ Model  Essay 

In this modern era of nonstop scientific and technological advancement,
artists still  command profound respect from people all over the world.
There are a number of things about life that arts can teach us whilst science
and technology fail to do so.

Many forms of art, especially literature, can  deliver messages about the
appreciation of what we have in life as well as life itself. Hundreds of
literary works choose to depict misery, misfortune and sorrow that still
exist in many places, and this sends the strongest message to those who do
not appreciate their lives. “The Goldfinch”, for example, which narrates a
resonant story about the miserable life the main character led after the
unfortunate death of his mother does make each one of us wonder whether
we have become heartless toward our own loved ones. And I doubt that
there are any technologies in the world that could manage to convey such
powerful messages.

Arts teach us to  cherish the beauty of culture and are the fuel for our
spiritual lives. This is extremely important in a world where science and
technology seem to fade our belief in the gravity of culture in daily life.
The connection between arts and culture is here to stay, and traditional
music and ancient paintings can remind us of where we came from and
who we are at present. That is to say, our cultural identity is preserved in
various forms of arts.
Although science and technology advance our understanding of all
things and better our lives, arts can touch us to a much deeper extent,
help us value what we have, and remind us of the significance of our
culture.

IELTS results are reported on a nine-band scale.
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In addition to the score for overall language ability, IELTS provides a
score in the form of a profile for each of the four skills (Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking). These scores are also reported on a
nineband scale. All scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along
with details of the candidate’s nationality, first language and date of birth.
Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive statement which
gives a summary of the English language ability of a candidate classified
at that level.

The nine bands and their descriptive statements are as follows:
9 Expert User – Has fully operational command of the language:
appropriate, accurate and fluent with complete understanding.

8 Very Good User – Has fully operational command of the language with
only occasional unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies.
Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar situations. Handles complex
detailed argumentation well.

7 Good User – Has operational command of the language, though with
occasional inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some
situations. Generally handles complex language well and understands
detailed reasoning.

6 Competent User – Has generally effective command of the language
despite some inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can
use and understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar
situations.

5 Modest User – Has partial command of the language, coping with
overall meaning in most situations, though is likely to make many
mistakes. Should be able to handle basic communication in own field.

4 Limited User – Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has
frequent problems in understanding and expression. Is not able to use
complex language.
3 Extremely Limited User – Conveys and understands only general
meaning in very familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in
communication occur.

2 Intermittent User – No real communication is possible except for the
most basic information using isolated words or short formulae in familiar
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situations and to meet immediate needs. Has great difficulty understanding
spoken and written English.

1 Non User – Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond
possibly a few isolated words.
0 Did not attempt the test – No assessable information provided.
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