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ANSWERS: FAMILY 

Parents or Teachers Should Discipline Children 

1 obedience 

2 to lack discipline 

3 to reward sb 

4 well-behaved 

The Family is Smaller than Before 
1 f 2 a 3 d 4 e 5 b 6 c 

Women Having Children Later in Life 
1 c 2 e 3 d 4 b 5 a 

Childless Marriages 
1 responsibilities 

2 burden 

3 devoted 

4 revolve 

5 abnormal 

Divorce 

Children are unsure of who they might live with afterwards. This is an argument against 
divorce. 

Each parent can devote quality time to their children rather than quantity. This is an argument 
for divorce. 


1 d 2 e 3 b 4 c 5 a 
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Single Parent Families 
1 emotional distress 

2 (a) role model 

3 dysfunctional 

4 upbringing 

5 financial strain 

 

Children Spending More Time with Grandparents 
 

1 b 2 d 3 c 4 a 

1 For 2 Against 3 For 4 Against 

More Ideas for this topic: 

For  Against 

• Children can gain a sense of security 
from knowing an extended family. 
 

• Children can learn about past skills and 
lifestyles. 
 

• Children can learn to appreciate family 
values. 
 
 

 • A grandparent’s values might differ 
from that of the parents. 
 

• Children might not value their 
grandparents if they see them too 
often. 
 

• Grandparents might not have the 
energy to make the time with their 
grandchildren enjoyable. 
 

 

 

Both Parents Working 

1 and 

2 of 

3 a 

4 a 

5 it 
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Care of the Elderly: Families should be Responsible 
1 (-) 2 (+) 3 (+) 4 (+) 5 (+) 6 (-) 7 (-) 8 (+) 9 (-) 10 (-)      11 (+)    12 (-) 
 

Researching Family History 

1 b 2 a 3 c 4 c 5 b 6 a 7 b  

 

 

 

ANSWERS: FOOD  
 

GM Foods (GM = genetically modified, i.e. scientifically produced) 

Vocabulary Exercise: Find words and phrases in the sentences above that mean: 

1 harmful 

2 adversely 

3 eventually 

4 the flavour 

5 the texture 

6 to tamper (with something) 

7 to alleviate 

 

Factory Farming: Intensive Animal Farming 

1 a 2 b 3 b 4 a 5 b 6 b 7 a 8 b 9 a 10 a 

 

Fast Foods should be Banned 

The fast food industry has developed very healthy alternatives. This is an argument against 
banning fast foods. 

The nutritional value of fast food is quite low. This is an argument in favour of banning fast 
foods. 
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Packaged Food: Ready Meals & Prepared Foods 

1 b 2 d 3 e      4 a 5 c 

 

Future World Food Shortage 

1 drought      

2 commodities 

3 measures      

4 energy 

5 overgrazing 

 

Vegetarian Diet 

1 the 

2 a 

3 it 

4 been 

5 have 

 

Preservatives in Food 
  
1 adhere 

2 monitor 

3 trigger 

4 regulate 

5 decay 

  
1 + 2 + 3 - 4 - 5 - 6 + 7 - 8 - 9 + 10 + 
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ANSWERS: HEALTH  
 

Funding on Prevention or Cure? 

1 of 

2 so 

3 it 

4 for 

5 a 

 

Growing Number of Overweight People 

1 nutritious 

2 ubiquitous 

3 engineered 

4 sedentary 

5 to compensate for 

6 to ban 

7 to take up 

 

Responsibility for Public Health 

People are free to choose a healthy diet and to take regular exercise. This argument supports 
the idea that it is individuals who are responsible for their health. 

Funding public health offers excellent return on investment. This argument supports the idea 
that it is the government that is responsible for public health. 

 

Fewer People are Walking these Days 

1 become 

2 increased 

3 offer 

4 emphasised 

5 informed 

IELTS Liz

www.ZTCprep.com



Answer Key: Ideas for IELTS Essay Topics 

Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2019 
All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form 

or by any means without with prior written permission of the copyright owner.  
www.ieltsliz.com 

vi 
 

Page | vi 

6 reshape 

ANSWERS: INTERNET & COMPUTERS  

Social Media Benefit Communication 

1 a platform 

2 uncivil 

3 countless 

4 across the globe 

5 to disrupt 

6 to resort to something 

 

Computers will Replace Teachers 

1 the 

2 be 

3 for 

4 and 

5 an 

 

The Internet Brings People Closer Together 

1 join 

2 tracking 

3 update 

4 interact 

5 supplanted 

6 drives 

7 spread 

 

Risks for Children Online 

1 d 2 e 3 a 4 c 5 f 6 b 
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Security Online 

1 e-mail attachment 

2 confidential information 

3 to fall prey (to sb/sth) 

 

Online Shopping 

Shipping is sometimes as expensive as the item you order. This is an argument against online 
shopping. 

Online retailers are open 24/7. This is an argument for online shopping. 

 

Meeting People Online 

1 fake 

2 soulmate 

3 pressure 

4 to get in touch (with sb) 

5 to scam 

6 exorbitant 

 

 

ANSWERS: LANGUAGE  

English as the Only Global Language 

1 affected 

2 effect 

3 effect 

4 affected 

 

Free Online Translation Renders Learning Foreign Languages Obsolete 

1 Voice-to-voice 
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2 accurate 

3 approximate 

4 machine 

5 simultaneous 

 

Learning a Foreign Language at Primary School 

Older children are cognitively more mature and are therefore able to learn more with less 
input. This is an argument against learning a foreign language at primary school. 

Learning becomes more difficult as a child ages. This is an argument for learning a foreign 
language at primary school. 

 

 

ANSWERS: LEISURE 

Shopping as a Leisure Activity 

1 a spree 

2 astute 

3 an impulse 

4 trends 

5 the atmosphere 

 

The Value of Free Time 

1 unwind 

2 burnout 

3 work-life 

4 hands 

5 lethargic 

 

 

ANSWERS: MEDIA & TV  
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Violence in the Media Promotes Violence in Society 

1 impact 

2 positive correlation 

3 incite 

4 makes the headlines 

5 omnipresent 

6 disaffected 

 

Famous People Have a Right to Privacy from the Press 

1 pander 

2 media intrusion 

3 legitimate 

4 scrutiny 

5 counter 

6 on display 

 

No Future for Radio 

obsolete outdated 

obsessed addicted 

disappear cease to exist 

attract  draw 

find  devise 

out of touch with disconnected from 

fail to   do not 

catch   captivate 

listening  tuning in 

via   through 

 

Children Watching TV 

1 to access: one’s voicemail / a programme / a power failure / a file / information / a folder / 
a URL 

2 to overcome: an addiction / one’s shyness / resistance / difficulties / satisfaction / a 
problem 

3 to strengthen: one’s problems / a bond / a relationship / one’s position / ties 

4 to take up: a job / acting / a sport / a hobby / painting / a post / a lecture 
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TV Influences Culture 

1 desensitised 

2 affects 

3 portray 

4 reflects 

5 afford 

6 aim 

 

ANSWERS: MUSIC  

Role of Music 

1 b 2 a 3 d 4 c 5 c 6 b 7 d 8 a 

 

Traditional Music 

1 appeal 

2 Nostalgia 

3 transcend 

4 uninventive 

5 nurture 

6 versatile 

 

International Music 

1 (-) 2 (+) 3 (-) 4 (+) 5 (+) 6 (-) 7 (-) 8 (+) 9 (+) 10 (-) 

NB: As regards statement No. 8, some people might argue that this is a negative 
phenomenon, but it seems that most see it as a positive one. 

 

Free Music Downloads should be Stopped 

1 lookout 

2 strongly 
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3 express 

4 severely 

 

 

 

ANSWERS: NEWS  

News: Is All News True 

1 newsworthy 

2 Bias 

3 Subjectivity 

4 keep abreast 

5 publicise 

 

News Often Focuses on Bad News 

In view of the powerful impact the news has on people, information and media literacy should 
be taught at school. This offers a possible solution to help people understand why the news is 
the way it is. 

People who have the final say on what goes into the news prefer negative coverage. This 
explains why the news often focuses on bad news. 

 

Newspapers Will One Day Disappear 

1 emerging economies 

2 for free 

3 file for bankruptcy 

4 breaking news 

5 losing revenue 

6 struggling for survival 

7 are bound to 

 

Reliability of Online News 
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1 implausible 

2 genuine 

3 inaccuracy 

 

 

 

ANSWERS: READING & BOOKS  
 

Which are Best, e-Books or Paper Books? 

1 reminder 

2 object (of) desire 

3 digital 

4 scroll through 

5 deprived 

6 print / physical 

 

Public Libraries 

1 f (+)  2 d (-)  3 b (-)  4 e (-)  5 c (+)  6 a (+) 

 

Reading Storybooks is a Waste of Time 

1 instil 

2 fosters 

3 bond with 

4 impact 

5 pay scant attention to 

6 identify with 

 

Libraries should Spend more Money on Technology, not Books 

1 physical 
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2 natural 

3 vulnerable 

4 digital 

5 available 

6 dependent 
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